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The Chavez High School 
This catalog outlines the courses offered at the Chávez High School to satisfy our graduation requirements.   
Information is organized by content area.  Under each course, you can find potential credits to be earned and 
prerequisites needed.   
All core content courses offered at Chávez are aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) as of the 2012-
2013 school year.  These standards demand an increased proficiency in problem solving, critical analysis, and 
evaluating strength of supports and claims through the quality of evidence provided and utilized.  The CCSS also 
promote an increased focus on scholars’ proficiency with conceptual knowledge, application, analysis, and 
evaluation.  In creating the curriculum, Chávez additionally deconstructed standards from the Next Generation 
Science Standards, College Board and District of Columbia Standards.    

How to Use this Catalog 
Each of the courses offered by Chávez, listed in this catalog by department, is granted either a full credit, a half 
credit, or a quarter credit based on Carnegie Units.  Students can only earn credit in a course one time – if a 
student repeats a course the credit earned with the highest grade will be kept. 
For each course, you will find a course description, credit value, and prerequisite information.  Courses are 
generally organized in the preferred sequence, followed by honors and advanced placement course descriptions.  
Not every course in this catalog is currently offered but remains a viable part of our curriculum and may be offered 
in subsequent years, unless a course has been designated as discontinued.   
Courses that have been discontinued are at the end of each department section.  Discontinued courses are dated 

and marked with a “∆” symbol.  Students earning credit in a course prior to discontinuance are grandfathered in 

and the credit is still recognized as fulfilling a requirement within the department under which the course is listed.    
All elective courses are listed in one section towards the end of this catalog.   However, any core content courses 
scholars take that are in excess of the required number of Carnegie Units, will carry over as electives, as shown on 
the scholar’s MOU (Memorandum of Understanding).  
Chávez requires students to complete two credits of College Level and Career Prep courses (CLCP).  Most of the 
CLCP credits can be filled by courses unique to our public policy electives – Capstone, Community Action Project, 
Fellowship and Thesis. Any dual enrollment or AP course can count as a CLCP course. Courses identified in the CLCP 
section of the catalog can count as either CLCP or elective credit depending on what is needed by the student.   
Scholars who transfer to Chávez from high school credit bearing institutions which are accredited will be awarded 
credits awarded at their previous schools if the school awarded the student the credit.  Additionally, courses taken 
while at Chavez but are provided by an accredited third-party institution, will be accepted as credit-bearing 
courses which can be applied to graduation requirements. Courses that do not easily align with courses offered at 
Chávez will be reviewed and evaluated on an individual basis for approval toward fulfilling Chávez requirements. 
Any course not offered by Chavez Schools for which a student earned a high school credit for at another institution 
will be applied towards elective credits.  Any exceptions to policies listed must be submitted to the principal for 
review and approval.  
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Graduation Requirements (for the Class of 2015 and beyond)* 
Chávez PCS High School Courses Required Carnegie Units 

English 4 

Mathematics 
To include Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II. 

4 

Science 
To include 3 lab sciences. 

4 

History/Social Studies 
To include World History I & II, DC History, US Government, and US History. 

4 

World Language (At least two years) 2 

Health & Physical Education 1.5 

Art 0.5 

Music 0.5 

Electives 
At least two elective credits must be earned through College Level or Career Prep (CLCP) courses.  
Cesar Chavez Schools designates courses as meeting CLCP.  Students must earn at least 2 elective 
credits though public policy courses which must include Fellowship and Thesis.  Public policy courses 
may count towards CLCP requirements. 3.5 

TOTAL Carnegie Units Required for a Chávez Diploma 24 

Community Service / Service Learning Hours 
All Chávez scholars can earn 15 hours of Community Service hours upon completion of a Capstone, 
15 hours of Community Service hours upon completion of a Community Action Project, and 45 hours 
upon completion of Fellowship. Scholars are responsible for an additional 25 hours (or 40 hours 
total, if they do not do a Capstone) of community service. 

 
 

100 
 

  

 

Grading Scale 
At Chávez, passing grades are determined on a 4.0 grading scale; letter grades (A, B and C) with plus gradations are 
awarded on this scale1.  All grades below a 70% are considered F and are failing grades, for which no credit will be 
awarded. No “Ds” are given at the Chávez Schools. Note that all final grades are rounded to the nearest whole 
number for grade and credit purposes. 
  

                                                                 
* Please note that the requirements apply to students who entered 9th grade after September 4, 2007.  
Requirements are subject to change based on curricular needs, Chávez Board approval, and DCPCSB policy and will 
be referenced by the date of entry of students. 
^ Credit awarded for Fellowship increased from 0.25 Credit to 0.5 credit beginning in 2010-2011 
^^ Scholars who have two Capstones, two Community Action Projects, or two Fellowships can have both credits 

count towards graduation in CLCP, as long as the two Capstones, Two Community Action Projects, or two 
Fellowships are in different topics or different Fellowship placements.  However, students will only earn 
Community Service Hours related to these projects once. 

 
1 Prior to the 2013-2014 school year, the Chavez grade scale included plus and minus grades and a different GPA.  
Students who earned credits prior to SY13-14 will have the grade and GPA reflected from the adopted grade scale 
in practice at that time.   
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Regular Grading Scale AP Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentage Grade Points Letter Grade Percentage Grade Points 

A 90 – 100 4.0 A 90 – 100 5.0 

B+ 87-89 3.5 B+ 86-89 4.5 

B 80-86 3.0 B 80-85 4.0 

C+ 77-79 2.5 C+ 76-79 3.5 

C 70-76 2.0 C 70-75 3.0 

F 0 – 69 0 F 0 - 69 0 

 

Advanced Placement Courses: 
As a college preparatory school, Chávez recognizes the benefit of offering our scholars AP courses – not only do 
they give our scholars the opportunity to earn college credit, it helps them to stand out in the college admission 
process.  AP courses also help scholars acquire the skills and habits they will need to be successful in college, 
helping them improve their writing skills, sharpen their problem-solving abilities, and develop time management 
skills, discipline, and study habits. 

Enrolling in AP Courses 
To ensure that our scholars are successful in our AP classes, Chávez has adopted the following criteria for 
enrollment in an AP class: 

¶ Any student may enroll in an AP course. Students may only drop the course during the add/drop period of 
the school calendar.  

¶ Scholars committing to taking AP courses at Chavez may be required to participate in extended sessions 
(i.e. afterschool or Saturday programming).   

Dropping from AP Courses: 
Students who are struggling in honors or AP courses are encouraged to seek the help of their teacher, tutors, and 
other intervention resources as early as possible.  However, Chavez has the following policies in place for a student 
to withdraw from an honors or AP class: 

¶ Schedule changes will only be made by the school established deadline. 

¶ Honors and AP courses can be dropped by the two school-established schedule change dates of each 
semester.    

In order for a scholar to be withdrawn from an honors or AP class and placed in the general education course, one 
of the following procedures must be followed:   

¶ If a student or parent wishes to withdraw their student from an Honors or AP course, the parent can 
submit a request in writing with their signature on it.   

¶ If a teacher identifies that a student is truly struggling with the content and is failing, the teacher should 
bring the student to the attention of the college counselor who will work with the student and parent to 
determine what is best for the scholar, with the counselor making the final decision.  

¶ A counselor or administrator may also recommend that a student be dropped from an honors or AP class 
if the student is failing that course plus other courses and that lightening the honors or AP load would 
help the student with their overall academic success. The counselor or administrator would again meet 
with the student and parent to determine the best course of action, with either the counselor or 
administrator making the final decision. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT  
All courses listed in this section satisfy Chávez graduation requirements for English. 
ENG100   English I  (1.0 credit)i 
In English I students focus on stretching their understanding of the world through interacting with literary texts, 
finding their own voices in writing, and exploring the big ideas of power, freedom, relationships, and identity.  The 
course introduces students to several genres of literarture including poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and 
literary nonfiction. Using these texts, students develop their ability to understand the central ideas and themes of 
these texts, analyze their craft and structure, and make connections between texts.  Students also learn to express 
their ideas about text by developing their writing, presentation and research skills.    Students use their 
understanding of the thinking of ELA to tackle complex real world situations that require them to demonstrate 
their skills. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

ENG200   English II (1.0 Credit) 
In English II students broaden their perspective by studying literature from around the world.  These texts are a 
vechicle for students to hone the reading and writing skills they developed previously  and increase their 
sophistication of the both disciplinary and interdisciplinary concepts.  In this course, students study literary texts 
and accompanies informational texts from Africa, Asia, Russia, and Latin America.  They also refine their ability to 
write effectively both in terms of argumentative and explanatory writing.  Students focus on the analyzing the  
craft and structure of writing, using evidence to make and defend inferences , making meaning of interaction 
between and within text, and integrating information from various sources along with other reading and writing 
goals.  

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully completed  or be concurrently enrolled in English I or have 
earned 1 English credit.  

 
ENG300   English III (1.0 Credit) 
In English III students explore to the various periods of American literature and the ideas that shaped the writing of 
those times.  Students begin the course by close reading the founding documents of the United States and 
progress chronologically to the Civil Rights Movement.  During each period students examine the relationship 
between literature and its historical context and connections to other texts.  While exploring American literature 
and informational text, students continue to deepen and refine the literary analysis skills, academic writing ability, 
research capacity, and understanding of concepts that they focused on in English I & II.   

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully completed, or be concurrently enrolled in English II or 
earned two English credits  

 
ENG400   English IV (1.0 Credit) 
In English IV, students further develop the reading, writing, research, and presentation skills they have developed 
in their previous English courses to prepare for the challenges of higher education.  Students study primarily British 
literature from various periods including the Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment, 18th, 19th & 20th centuries.  
Students read both literary and informational text that represent the level of complexity required for success in 
college and develop analytical writing skills necessary to express sophisticated interpretation of these texts.  The 
course asks students to apply their skills and conceptual understanding in new and more sophisticated ways. 
Throughout the course, students will apply their learning to tackle complex real-world situations that make their 
study of literature and the skills they are developing particularly relevant.     

Prerequisites: Students are required to have three English credits or be concurrently enrolled in English III. 
 
English I Honors (1.0 Credit) 
Students in English I Honors should be strong English students. These students will excel academically in English 
language and literature.  They must consistently show above-grade level skills and motivation to engage in rigorous 
coursework.  English I Honors requires more reading, more homework, and a more sophisticated writing level than 
English I. Students are strongly encouraged to earn a grade A or B in English I Honors, or a grade of A or B in English 
I prior to enrolling in this challenging course. 
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Prerequisites: Students must have strong English scores in prior PARCC or MAP exams or student must be 
recommended by a teacher. 

 
English II Honors (1.0 Credit) 
Students in English II Honors should be superior students from English I. These students will excel academically in 
English language and literature.  They must consistently show above-grade level skills and motivation to engage in 
rigorous coursework.  English II Honors requires more reading, more homework, and a more sophisticated writing 
level than English II. Students are strongly encouraged to earn a grade A or B in English I Honors, or a grade of A or 
B in English I prior to enrolling in this challenging course. 

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully completed English I 
 

ENG550   AP English Literature: (1.0 Credit) 
AP English Literature and Composition engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative 
literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers 
use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s 
structure, style and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism and tone. Students learn to read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s 
complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form  In 
addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, students reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and 
embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context provides a foundation for interpretation, 
whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied. Writing assignments focus on the 
critical analysis of literature and include expository, analytical and argumentative essays. (*Adapted from the 
College Board.) 

Prerequisites:  Students must have 2 English credits  
 
ENG500   AP English Language and Composition (1.0 Credit) 
In this introductory college level course, scholars will become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of 
rhetorical contexts, and skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading 
should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, 
as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. As in the 
college course, the purpose of the AP English Language and Composition course is to enable students to read 
complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate 
effectively with mature readers. An AP English Language and Composition course should help students move 
beyond such programmatic responses as the five-paragraph essay.  Instead of relying on formulas, students learn 
to organize their writing based on content, purpose and audience and to allow this focus to guide the organization 
of their writing.  The course mirrors the level of rigor students would find a college course. (*Adapted from the 
College Board.) 

Prerequisites: Students must have 2 English credits  
 

English Department Electives 
The following courses are Elective courses that fall within the English department.  They do not fulfill credit 
requirements in English.     
 

Literacy Foundations IA & II A 
Literacy Foundations IB & IIB 
Language & Composition I 
Language & Composition II 
Creative Writing 
Journalism (listed under CTE) 
Dramatic Literature 
Literary Analysis 
REACT to FILM 
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Discontinued ENGLISH Courses 
 
English III Honors (1.0 Credit) ∆                         
This course was discontinued in SY12-13 in favor of offering advanced English students the opportunity to take both 
AP English Language and AP English Literature.  
English III Honors is an intensive and rigorous standards-based course designed to assist students in developing 
more fully skills of listening, speaking, reading comprehension, language usage and writing, literary analysis, and 
critical thinking. It is especially designed for students who plan to take the Advanced Placement course in 
literature. Students further develop the skills that enable them to understand and appreciate American literature 
through the use of several writing forms. Additional reading and writing assignments are required of students in 
this rigorous college preparatory course. 

Prerequisites:  A scholar must have a grade of “B” in English II or a “C+” in Honors English II, and must have 
passed Language & Composition II.   
Textbooks/Books: American Literature Grade 11 (McDougall Littell); Their Eyes Were Watching God, and 
Native Son, among others  

 
English as a Second Language ∆ 
ESL classes in this section were discontinued at the start of the 2010-2011 school year. 
 
ESL courses can substitute, and fulfill, English credit requirement satisfactorily, for students enrolled prior to 
August 24, 2010.  Some ESL courses are worth 0.5 credit, thus ESL students must take two half credits to fully meet 
the 1.0 credit requirement for English.  The sequence is outlined in the table below for students who started 9th 
Grade prior to SY2009-2010: 
 

English I  ESL I (1.0 Credit), Oral Language Development (1.0 Credit), English Literacy Development (1.0 
Credit), ESL II: Reading and Writing in Social Studies (0.5 Credit), ESL II: Reading and Writing in 
Science (0.5 Credit), ESL III: Reading and Writing – Advanced (0.5 Credit), ESL III: Reading and 
Writing – Transitional (0.5 Credit), ESL IV (1.0 Credit) 

English II ESL II: Reading and Writing in Social Studies (0.5 Credit), ESL II: Reading and Writing in Science (0.5 
Credit), ESL III: Reading and Writing – Advanced (0.5 Credit), ESL III: Reading and Writing – 
Transitional (0.5 Credit), ESL IV (1.0 Credit) 

English III ESL III: Reading and Writing – Advanced (0.5 Credit), ESL III: Reading and Writing – Transitional (0.5 
Credit), ESL IV (1.0 Credit) 

English IV ESL IV (1.0 Credit) 

Reasoning for substitutions: Students enter high school at different levels of language proficiency, which 
warrants scheduling them at the level that they need. For instance, this means that a new 9th Grader can take 
the beginning level of ESL courses or it means that he or she is ready for the highest level of ESL courses.  Either 
way, ESL courses can replace English I, English II, English III, or English IV, depending on the student’s level of 
English language acquisition readiness, and depending on their readiness to take classes in the regular English 
course sequence, without support, or with monitoring status. 

 
ESL100   ESL I: Beginning English as a Second Language (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course provides instruction for students who are new to the U.S. or who have been in the U.S. for a limited 
amount of time, and who only possess beginning-level English language proficiency.  Emphasis is placed on 
developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Language Arts necessary to perform academically.  The 
overall goal of this course is to teach, at the beginning level, social and academic language for communicating at 
the large-scale (in life) and at the school-scale (academically).  (Note: This course can replace English I) 

Prerequisite: Students need to score a 1, or NEP (Non-English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for ELLs 
(English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 1  
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ESL130   Oral Language Development - OLD (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course is designed to teach the English language with an emphasis on the development of Basic Interpersonal 
Communicative Skills, and life-skills that will enable the newly arrived non-English proficient student to adapt to his 
or her new academic and social environment.  Native language support is provided when needed.  (Note: This 
course can replace English I) 

Prerequisite: Students need to score a 1, or NEP (Non-English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for ELLs 
(English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 2  

 
ESL150   English Literacy Development – ELD (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course is designed to teach English with an emphasis on the development of beginning literacy skills (reading 
and writing, primarily, but also listening and speaking) to non-native English speakers.  These skills will enable the 
newly-arrived non-English proficient student to function in his or her new academic and social environment.   
(Note: This course can replace English I) 

Prerequisite: Students need to score a 1, or NEP (Non-English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for ELLs 
(English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 3  

 
ESL200   ESL II: Reading and Writing in Social Studies (0.5 Credit) ∆ 
Emphasis is placed on developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills necessary to perform academically 
in Language Arts and Social Studies.  (Note: This course, in combination with ESL II: Reading and Writing – Science 
can be used to replace English II.) 

Prerequisite: Students need to score a 2 or a 3, or LEP (Limited English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for 
ELLs (English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 4 

 
ESL230   ESL II: Reading and Writing in Science (0.5 Credit) ∆ 
Emphasis is placed on developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills necessary to perform academically 
in Language Arts and Science.   (Note: This course, in combination with ESL II: Reading and Writing – Social Studies 
can be used to replace English II.) 

Prerequisite: Students need to score a 2 or a 3, or LEP (Limited English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for 
ELLs (English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 5 

 
ESL300   ESL III: Reading and Writing – Advanced (0.5 Credit) ∆ 
This course assists students in building their oral language; reinforces, extends and develops concepts necessary 
for understanding materials read; relates the content to their individual lives; promotes active reasoning and 
provides opportunities for students to react to the information read and apply it in a variety of situations.  
Expected outcomes include decoding and analyzing vocabulary; constructing, examining and extending meaning; 
summarizing, analyzing and evaluating various texts; expressing ideas clearly and concisely in a variety of oral and 
written communication; and interpreting the role of language in communication; and correctly applying language 
usage in oral and written contexts.  (Note: This course, in combination with ESL III: Reading and Writing – 
Transitional can be used to replace English III.) 

Prerequisites:  Students need to score a 2 or a 3, or LEP (Limited English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for 
ELLs (English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 6 

 
ESL330   ESL III: Reading and Writing – Transitional (0.5 Credit) ∆ 
This course assists students in building their oral language; reinforces, extends and develops concepts necessary 
for understanding materials read; relates the content to their individual lives; promotes active reasoning and 
provides opportunities for students to react to the information read and apply it in a variety of situations.  
Expected outcomes include decoding and analyzing vocabulary; constructing, examining and extending meaning; 
summarizing, analyzing and evaluating various texts; expressing ideas clearly and concisely in a variety of oral and 
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written communication; and interpreting the role of language in communication; and correctly applying language 
usage in oral and written contexts.  (Note: This course, in combination with ESL III: Reading and Writing – 
Advanced can be used to replace English III.) 

Prerequisites:  Students need to score a 2 or a 3 on the ACCESS Test for ELLs (English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: English Yes! Teaching English through Literature, Level 7 

 
ESL400   ESL IV: Bridging A Second Language (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
ESL IV is the final course in the ESL program and is intended to serve as a bridge from the ESL program to English II 
or English III, depending on the students’ grade level.  This course continues to develop academic skills learned in 
the first two levels of Chávez’ ESL program.  Students will learn reading and writing strategies to help in all courses, 
read adapted texts of various genres (fiction and non-fiction), learn academic listening and speaking skills, and 
improve their writing skills, all of which will help them to succeed in their mainstream classes, eleventh grade 
fellowship, senior thesis, and eventually in the college classroom.  The curriculum is designed to encompass the 
New English Language Proficiency Standards of English Language Learners in Kindergarten through Grade 12, 
provided by the WIDA Consortium.  

Prerequisites: Students need to score a 4, or LEP (Limited English Proficient), on the ACCESS Test for ELLs 
(English Language Learners) 
Textbook/Book: American Literature and Great American Short Stories, adapted for the ESL student 
(different novels)   
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MATH DEPARTMENT 
All courses listed in this section satisfy Chávez graduation requirements for Math. 
MATH100   Algebra I (1.0 Credit)2 
In Algebra I, students focus on the key concepts of algebraic thinking: expressions, equations, and inequalities; 
linear, quadratic, and exponential functions; and manipulating variables.  Students learn to represent functions as 
verbal statements, equations, tables, and graphs.  They also study the logic of the discipline of mathematics, and 
how to use critical thinking skills to think like a mathematician.  Students are expected to be active mathematical 
problem-solvers, which provides them with the skills necessary to apply mathematical concepts and procedures to 
real world situations.  The course also teaches students to form coherent mathematical arguments, and to 
articulate these arguments in clear, precise writing. 

Prerequisites: None   
 
MATH200   Geometry (1.0 Credit) 
In Geometry, students learn the big concepts of geometric thinking: similarity, congruence, transformation, and 
measurement.  These concepts are taught using the coordinate plane and a variety of geometric shapes; most 
notably lines, quadrilaterals, triangles, and circles.  Students also focus on the use of proofs, and their role in 
mathematical reasoning.  Students are expected to apply the concepts and procedures they learn to interpret and 
tackle real-world problems involving geometry. 

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully earned an Algebra I credit or be concurrently enrolled in 
Algebra 1 and Geometry 

 
MATH300   Algebra II (1.0 Credit) 
In Algebra II, students deepen their knowledge of algebraic functions by reviewing linear and quadratic functions, 
then extending that understanding to radical, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions.  As in Algebra I, students 
learn to represent these functions as verbal statements, equations, tables, and graphs. Students also increase their 
ability to manipulate complex mathematical expressions and equations using algebraic tools.  Students learn to 
model authentic, novel situations using mathematics, and to employ mathematical reasoning to solve complex, 
real-world problems. 

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully completed Algebra I  
 
MATH400   Pre-Calculus (1.0 Credit) 
Precalculus is the beginning of the study of change and motion and will prepare students to study calculus. 
Students will explore trigonometry, complex numbers, how functions are logically organized into groups, how to 
transform and analyze functions, and how to determine instantaneous rates of change.  Students will build upon 
their mathematical reasoning skills, and use the logic of mathematics to derive and verify proofs and identities.  
Students will continue to hone their skills in using mathematics to understand the world around them, and to solve 
complex, real-world problems using math. 

Prerequisites:  Students must have successfully completed Algebra I and Geometry.  
 
MATH150   Algebra I Honors (1.0 Credit) 
In this accellerated course of Algebra, students focus on the key concepts of algebraic thinking: expressions, 
equations, and inequalities; linear, quadratic, and exponential functions; and manipulating variables.  Students 
learn to represent functions as verbal statements, equations, tables, and graphs.  This standard content is explored 
with greater intensity and emphasis on proof and analytical thinking than the traditional Algebra 1 course.   
 
Prerequisites: None   
 
  

                                                                 
2 Eighth grade students at Chavez Prep in the 2009-2010 school year earned Algebra I credit in a course named 
“Math Procedures 8.”  This course taught Algebra I standards. 
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MATH250   Geometry Honors (1.0 Credit)  
This accelerated course in geometry covers the standard content of Euclidean geometry including congruence, 
similarity, polygons, circles, constructions, and coordinate geometry.  This standard content is explored with 
greater intensity and emphasis on proof and analytical thinking.  Additional topics may include transformations 
and further investigations of three-dimensional figures such as polyhedra. 

Prerequisites:  Students who have successfully earned an Algebra I credit 
 
MATH 301 Algebra II Honors (1.0 Credit)   
This accelerated mathematics course combines a second, or advanced, course in algebra with an introductory 
study of trigonometry.   Topics include linear equations in one and two variables, systems of linear equations, 
polynomials, and rational expressions, quadratic equations in one and two variables, quadratic systems, 
logarithms, sequences and series, and trigonometric functions. 

Prerequisites: Students must have successfully earned an Algebra I credit 
 
MATH 420 Calculus (1.0 Credit) 
Calculus is a course that aims to develop scholars’ understanding of how things change by providing a framework 
for modeling systems in which there is quantitative change, and a way to deduce the predictions of such 
models.  The course covers limits, continuity, derivatives and their applications, definite and indefinite integrals, 
and basic differential equations.  Real-world application problems in calculus include applying the concept of the 
derivative to the motion of objects and applying integration to solve geometric problems involving area and 
volume.  The course emphasizes a multi-representational (graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal) approach to 
learning concepts, solving problems, and representing solutions.    

Prerequisites:  Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus 
 
MATH500   AP Calculus: AB (1.0 Credit) 
Calculus includes the study of limits of continuity, derivatives and integrals. Students will apply derivatives and 
integrals to various situations and will use them in order to solve interesting real world problems. Students will 
study their ideas using graphs, algebra, tables and verbal descriptions. The graphing calculator will be very 
important for learning and students will use calculators to better understand mathematical concepts. The year will 
culminate with the AB AP exam. 

Prerequisites: Students must have a minimum of three math credits, including pre-calculus.  
 
MATH 550 Probability and Statistics: (1.0 Credit) 
Students will work with probability, data collection, descriptive and inferential statistics, and technological tools to 
analyze statistics.  This course will be exploring data, planning a study, producing models using probability theory, 
and making statistical inferences.  Students will work with statistical measures of centrality and spread, methods of 
data collection and determining probability, binomial and normal distributions, hypothesis testing, and confidence 
intervals.  Students will use multiple representations to present data including written descriptions, numerical 
statistics, formulas, and graphs. 

Prerequisites: Students must have earned at least 1 math credit. 
 
MATH600   AP Statistics:  (1.0 Credit) 
The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based college course in 
statistics. The course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. There are four themes in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and 
experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations, problem 
solving, and writing as they build conceptual understanding. 

Prerequisites: Students must have a minimum of two math credits. 
 

Math Department Electives 
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The following courses are Elective courses that fall within the Math department.  They do not fulfill credit 
requirements in Math.     
 

Algebra Concepts I 
Algebra Concepts IB 
Algebra Concepts II  
Geometry Concepts ∆ 

 

Discontinued Math Courses 
MATH010   Integrated Math I (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This class was discontinued for all incoming freshman in 2007-2008 with the adoption of new graduation 
requirements.  This credit was recognized for students who received prior to SY2009-2010 as we rolled out the new 
math sequence.    
This course focuses on solving, graphing and applying linear equations, data displays and central tendency, scatter 
plots and lines of best fit, and coordinate geometry.  Literacy instruction begins with math vocabulary and making 
meaning of math word problems.  Primary strategies taught include Asking Questions and Making Connections. 
The public policy integration occurs primarily in the unit about data and statistics, where students use knowledge 
to apply to life situations. 

Prerequisites: Students are required to have been promoted to 9th Grade. 
Textbook/Book: Integrated Mathematics 1, (McDougal Littell, 2002) 

 
MATH020   Integrated Math II (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This class was discontinued for all incoming freshman in 2007-2008 with the adoption of new graduation 
requirements.  This credit was recognized for students who received prior to SY2008-2009 as we rolled out the new 
math sequence.    
This course focuses on ratios and rates, graphing and solving systems of linear equations, multiplying binomial 
expressions, factoring, solving and graphing quadratic equations, and computing areas.  Literacy instruction 
continues to focus on math word problems, particularly as they relate to the DCCAS test.  Primary strategies taught 
include Asking Questions and Making Connections.  The public policy integration occurs primarily in the unit about 
systems of equations, where students use knowledge to apply to life situations. 

Prerequisites: Students are required to be in their second year of high school, or they are required to have 
one math credit. 
Textbook/Book: Integrated Mathematics 2, (McDougal Littell, 2002) 

 
Advanced Algebra (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This class was discontinued for all incoming freshman in 2007-2008 with the adoption of new graduation 
requirements.  This credit was recognized for students who received prior to SY2007-2008 as we rolled out the new 
math sequence.    
This course was offered primarily to address concepts that build on Algebra I concepts.  It included Linear 
Equations and Inequalities, Functions and Systems, Quadratic, Polynomial, Radical Functions, Geometry Basics, 
Nonlinear Functions and Relations, Counting Methods, Probability & Data Analysis. In addition, Discrete Math, 
Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, Statistics, Sequence and Series, Trigonometric Ratios and Functions, 
Trigonometric Graphs, Identities and Equations were introduced to prepare students for a higher-level math. In 
public policy, students developed their abilities to think critically, interpret data, make prediction and draw 
conclusions from data. (Note: This course served as a transition course for 10th Grade math in SY ’07-’08.) 

Prerequisites: Students are required to be in their second year of high school, or they are required to have 
one math credit. 
Textbooks/Materials: As a supplementary course to Algebra I, no special book is used; materials and 
Algebra I book (McDougal-Littell) are used. 
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
All courses listed in this section satisfy the Chávez graduation requirements for science.  Lab science courses are 
noted with a        . 
 
SCI100   Earth Science (1.0 Credit) 
In Earth Science, students study the Earth from four distinct perspectives.  They begin by studying astronomy, to 
understand Earth as a planet, and its place in the larger universe.  Next, students investigate the concepts of 
geology, to understand how the interior and exterior processes of a dynamic planet create the world we live in.  
Then students investigate weather and climate through the lens of climate change and cyclic activity.  Finally, 
students study how humans interact with the Earth through our use of natural resources, and they invesigate ways 
that sustainable interaction between Earth and its people may be achieved.  Throughout the course, students are 
expected to develop a critical thinking mindset through scientific inquiry and hands-on investigation.  They also 
learn to apply their understanding of Earth Science to authentic, novel situations, and to actively improve their 
scientific writing skills. 

Prerequisites: None  
 
SCI200   Biology (1.0 Credit)  
In Biology, students explore the central concepts of life science including cell biology, biochemistry, growth & 
development, genetics, evolution, and ecology.   In learning these concepts, students delve into the specifics of 
how animals and plants get and use energy, how DNA and human traits are passed from one generation to the 
next, how species change in response to the environment, and more.  Students also uncover big ideas that connect 
all sciences such as energy, patterns, models, and systems.  As in other science courses, students are expected to 
develop a critical thinking mindset through scientific inquiry and hands-on investigation.  They also demonstrate 
their depth of understanding through authentic, novel scenarios, which require further development of their 
scientific writing skills. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
SCI300   Chemistry (1.0 Credit)  
Chemistry is the study of matter and how it interacts.  Students begin this course by learning about the basic 
building blocks of matter through investigation of the Periodic Table of Elements. Next, they move into 
investigation of chemical reactions: how atoms and molecules combine, break apart, and recombine in different 
ways. Students also investigate the nuclear processes that cause radiation.  As an upper-level lab science course at 
Chávez, Chemistry requires an even more sophisticated level of scientific critical thinking.  Students are also 
expected to participate in complex laboratory activities to illuminate the scientific principles they are studying.  As 
with all science courses at Chávez, this Chemistry course requires students to apply what they have learned to 
analyze and write solutions to real-world situations involving chemistry.      

Prerequisites:  None 
 
SCI400   Physics (1.0 Credit)   
In Physics, students investigate everyday scenarios to explore the most fundamental forces of nature such as 
gravity, electricity, and magnetism.  For example, students learn how to use Newton’s laws of motion and energy 
to analyze the forces involved in car accidents.  They also learn thermodynamics: the study of how energy is 
transferred between objects and systems.  Physics students draw upon their understanding of mathematics to 
calculate precise predictions about the behavior of the world around them: everything from how fast a 
rollercoaster will speed around a track to how much heat a toaster makes.  In mastering the high school Physics 
standards, students will improve their skill in performing experiments and interpreting evidence.   They will also 
hone their writing skills as they use scientific writing to craft arguments from data drawn from authentic real-world 
scenarios. 

Prerequisites:  Students must have successfully completed an Algebra I credit.   
 
SCI401   Anatomy (1.0 Credit)   
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Anatomy is a course that provides students an opportunity to explore the intricate and sophisticated relationship 
between structure and function in the human body. The course offers students an environment in which they may 
probe topics such as homeostasis, anatomical and physiological disorders, medical diagnosis and treatment, 
modern and past imaging techniques, biochemistry, cytology, histology, and survey of the remarkable array of 
body systems that comprise the human body. Laboratory activities reinforce concepts and principles presented in 
the course. 

Prerequisites:  None   
 
Biology Honors (1.0 Credit) 
Honors Biology is designed to give the student a more challenging and in-depth experience of the Chavez 
Curriculum Standard Course of Study in Biology.  In Honors Biology, students are expected to work independently 
on a variety of assignments and accept greater responsibility for their learning.  In addition to the CCPCS goals and 
objectives, students are expected to: design and carry out several independent investigations of biological 
questions, read and report on recent research in biology, and demonstrate a more in-depth conceptual 
understanding of all biology objectives.   Honors biology is intended as tenth grade course for highly motivated 
students who have demonstrated an interest in science.   

Prerequisites:  None  
 

Chemistry Honors (1.0 Credit)  
Honors Chemistry is an accelerated comprehensive laboratory course designed to give the students a more 
conceptual and in-depth understanding of the concepts in the Chavez Connected Curriculum Course of Study in 
Chemistry.  In Honors Chemistry students are expected to work independently on a variety of assignments and 
accept greater responsibility for their learning. The course will include the additional Honors objectives and an in-
depth study of at least two of the listed enrichment topics.  Students will design and complete at least one in depth 
independent study of chemistry directed questions.  The curriculum will integrate inquiry and technology to 
explore the world of chemistry.  Honors Chemistry is intended to be an eleventh grade course for students 
accelerated in mathematics.  Success in Honors Chemistry will require the student to: 1) operate with algebraic 
expressions to solve problems using direct, inverse, combined, and joint variation, 2) use logarithms and exponents 
to solve problems, and 3) describe graphically, algebraically and verbally real-world phenomena as functions and 
identify the independent and dependent variables.   Students may not take Honors Chemistry in addition to 
standard level Standard Course of Study Chemistry.    

Prerequisites:  Biology  
 

SCI503   AP Environmental Science (1.0 Credit)  
The AP Environmental Science course is a lab-based science course designed to be the equivalent of an 
introductory college course in environmental science. According to College Board, "The goal of the AP 
Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts and methodologies 
required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental 
problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to 
examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them" (2010).  The underlying themes of this course are 
science as a process, energy conversions, Earth as a system, human impact, the social and cultural context of 
environmental issues, and sustainability. Topics covered include, but are not limited to, Earth systems and 
resources, populations, soil dynamics, ecosystems, biogeochemical cycles, agriculture, land use, mining, fishing, 
energy resources and consumption, pollution, human health, global economics, and environmental legislation. A 
strong laboratory and field investigation component is a required part of this course.  (Note: This is a lab science 
course) 

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry credits 
 
SCI501   AP Biology (1.0 Credit)   
Advanced Placement Biology is equivalent to a two-semester college introductory biology course.  As described by 
the College Board, AP Biology “is designed to enable [students] to develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, 
such as designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and connecting 
concepts in and across domains.”  The content of the course is organized around four “Big Ideas” of biology: 
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Evolution, Cellular Processes (Energy & Communication), Genetics and Information Transfer, and Interactions.  In 
addition to these big ideas, AP Biology places significant emphasis on scientific inquiry and reasoning.  As such, 
these skills are interwoven integrally throughout the course.  Like other AP science courses, AP Biology includes a 
great degree of hands-on laboratory work, including experimentation and scientific writing.   

Prerequisites:  Students must have a minimum of two science credits (including Biology and Chemistry).   
 
SCI500   Chemistry II:  Advanced Placement (1.0 Credit)  
Alternate Name:  AP Chemistry 
Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to be equivalent to a first-year college general chemistry course.  It is 
geared towards preparing students to engage with the problems of a modern world: pharmaceutical development, 
alternative fuels, and materials engineering to name just a few.  More than memorizing the rules of chemistry, AP 
Chemistry helps to develop students’ deep understanding of the concepts of chemistry and scientific inquiry.  The 
course content revolves around 6 big ideas and 7 scientific practices.  The big ideas include: structure of matter, 
bonding and intermolecular forces, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and chemical equilibrium.  The 
scientific practices – too complex to list here – reflect the activities that professional chemists practice on a regular 
basis through their research.   Since the course is so heavily steeped in scientific inquiry, students taking AP 
Chemistry can expect to spend 25% or more of class time performing the 16 required laboratory activities.  In 
addition, this course requires a significant amount of scientific lab report writing.  (Note: This is a lab science 
course) 

Prerequisites:  Students must have a minimum of two science credits (including Biology and Chemistry).    
 
SCI600 AP Physics B (1.0 Credit)  
AP Physics is designed to be the equivalent of a one-year college course in Physics that is geared towards non-
Physics majors.  As such, it is a good advanced placement course for students interested in a variety of college 
majors.  As described by the College Board, Advanced Placement Physics “provides a systematic introduction to 
the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of conceptual understanding and problem-solving 
ability using algebra and some trigonometry.” The course content focuses on 5 different major areas: Newtonian 
Mechanics, Fluid Mechanics & Thermal Physics, Electricity & Magnetism, Waves & Optics, and Atomic & Nuclear 
Physics.   Like all AP science courses, AP Physics takes a hands-on inquiry-based approach, and a significant amount 
of scientific writing is expected of AP Physics students.  In addition, this course demands more complex 
mathematics than most other science courses.   (Note: This is a lab science course) 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have at least three science credits (including Physics and one other 
lab science). 
   

SCIENCE Department Electives 
The following courses are College Level and Career Prep courses that fall within the Science department.  They may 
fulfill science or elective credits. 

¶ Advanced Science Research I 

¶ Advanced Science Research II:  Invertebrate Zoology  

¶ Environmental Policy  

¶ Environmental Science 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
All courses in this section satisfy the Chávez graduation requirements for social studies.   
Students must earn four history credits in the following required courses to graduate:  World History I, World 
History II, U.S. History (or AP U.S. History), U.S. Government (or AP U.S. Government) and, D.C. History. 
 
HIS100 World History I (1.0 Credit) 
In this course, students will explore societies developed in the Middle Ages—including the growth of Islam from 
the Middle East and the rise of civilizations in China, medieval Japan, sub-Saharan and West Africa, Europe, and 
Mesoamerica.  They will learn how these cultures branched out and influenced each other during the 14th, 15th, 
and 16th centuries, including the growth of exploration and trade, the expansion of thought and religion in the 
Renaissance and the Reformation, and the rise of colonialism.  They will explore how each culture developed its 
own science and ideas in the 17th and 18th centuries. Students also will trace the growth of slave trading from 
Africa to Europe and North and South America. 

Prerequisites:   None 
 
HIS200   World History II (1.0 Credit) 
In this course students explore the development of the modern world, from the late 18th century to the present. 
They learn about the origins and results of the Industrial Revolution, 19th –century political reform in Western 
Europe and western imperialism in Africa, Asian, and South America. They study the causes and results of World 
Wars I and II, the Great Depression, and the communist revolutions in Russia and China. They relate the rise of 
nationalism to continuing political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
HIS300 U.S. History: (1.0 Credit) 
In this course students explore the events in the United States to the 1800s, the rise of America (1877-1914), the 
Progressive era, and the major themes that emerged in America during the late 19th century and the early 20th 
Century.  These include the expanding role of the federal government, equal rights for minorities and women, 
growth of the modern market economy, and the continuing impact of technology.  Students also learn about 
factors that led the United States to enter World Wars I and II, and the effects these wars had on daily life in this 
country.  They study the causes and results of the Cold War with the Soviet Union and its allies, and they analyze 
recent events and trends that shape the United States today. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
HIS500 U.S. Government: (0.5 Credit) 
This course covers purposes, principles, and practices of our country’s laws, organization, and leadership.  Students 
gain civic literacy skills that prepare them to vote, become responsible citizens, and become involved in their 
communities.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
HIS410   District of Columbia History and Government (0.5 Credit) 
This course covers development of the city from the early Native American settlements to the present day.  
Students learn about the structure and operation of the city government established by the District of Columbia 
Home Rule Act of 1973. *  

Prerequisites: None 
 
HIS200   Honors World History II (1.0 Credit)    
This course examines the major turning points in the modern world from the late 18th century to the present. 
Topics include: the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, Imperialism, the rise of Nationalism, World War I, the 
emergence of Fascism and Communism, World War II, the Holocaust, Cold War and other post-World War II 
events. Contemporary world issues such as globalization, economic interdependence, terrorism and world cultures 
will also factor into our analysis of international conflict and cooperation. The curriculum and academic 
expectations will be differentiated to accommodate gifted and highly motivated students. 
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Prerequisites:  Students need to earn a “B” or higher in World History I.   
 
HIS500   AP U.S. History (1.0 Credit) 
Advanced Placement United States History is designed to fulfill the requirements set forth by the College Board for 
a college-level introductory course in U.S. history. Students are expected to read and learn from college level 
secondary texts as well as use high-level interpretive and analytical skills to make claims about the past based on 
primary source materials. The course is a fast-paced survey of United States history, from the foundation of 
Jamestown in 1607 to the Clinton and Bush years. Students will develop in-depth knowledge of every major period 
of American history and will also be required to identify trends or shifts in political, economic, and social conditions 
over time. A particular focus will be paid to the high-level reading and writing skills required of college-level history 
studies. In May, students are required to take the AP exam for this subject and are eligible to receive college credit 
for their efforts if they score well.  

Prerequisites:  None  
 

HIS510   AP U.S. Government and Politics (1.0 Credit3) 
The AP course in United States Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government 
and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. 
government and politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various 
institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics. Students successfully 
completing this course will know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. government and 
politics, understand typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences (including the 
components of political behavior, the principles used to explain or justify various government structures and 
procedures, and the political effects of these structures and procedures), and be able to analyze and interpret 
basic data relevant to U.S. government and politics. 

Prerequisites:  None  
 
AP World History (1.0 Credit) 
AP World History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university world 
history course.  In AP World History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 
processes in six historical periods from approximately 8000 B.C.E to the present.  Students develop and use the 
same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing 
historical arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about contextualization, causation, 
and continuity and change over time.  The course provides five themes that students explore throughout the 
course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: interaction 
between humans and the environment; development and interaction of cultures; state building, expansion, and 
conflict; creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems; and development and transformation of social 
structures. Note: this description has been taken directly from the College Board. 
 Prerequisites: None  

                                                                 
3 Prior to SY2012-2013, students earned 1.0 credit in AP US Government & Politics.  The full credit will be given to 
scholars who earned prior to 2012-2013.  Students earning credit in 2012-2013 or after will be awarded 0.5 credit 
if they take the course in 1 semester or 1 credit if they take the course throughout the full year. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES  
All courses in this section satisfy the Chávez graduation requirements for world languages.  Students are required to 
earn 2 World Language credits. 
 
FOR 100   Spanish I (1.0 Credit) 
In this beginning level of Spanish, the students are introduced to the language.  The students engage in learning 
vocabulary about the self, the family and school, and begin to learn vocabulary that relates to those central 
themes, as well as the beginning grammar necessary to understand and formulate the basic composition of the 
Spanish grammatical structures, in short utterances.  

Prerequisites: None.   
 
FOR 200   Spanish II (1.0 Credit) 
In the intermediate level of Spanish II, the students are pushed to a new level of language proficiency.  Students 
are now asked to step away from knowing just the vocabulary about the self and their immediate surroundings, to 
include language at the larger-scale, beyond their comfort zone. They are introduced topics about the culture of 
the language they are learning, they get to expand their vocabulary and practice more grammatical structures for 
building sentences and sentence combining to express ideas. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have had taken one year of a Spanish language, or placement 
determination, if native speaker.   

 
FOR 300   Spanish III (1.0 Credit) 
For the more advanced student, in Spanish III, the students are taken to a more sophisticated level of 
communication in the target language.  After two years of beginning and intermediate levels of Spanish, students 
are ready to begin exploring ideas in more depth.  Students in this course, do more short readings in the target 
language, and are asked to be more critical and analytical, as they learn language about cause and effect, and 
deeper reasoning, like taking sides of an argument and presenting ideas more clearly, orally, and in written form. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have taken two years of a Spanish, or placement determination, if 
native speaker. 

 
FOR 301    Advanced Spanish Culture and Language (1.0 Credit) 
The Spanish Language is taught at an advanced level through the study of authentic documents. The students read, 
analyze, and discuss fiction and non-fiction literary work covering Hispanic history and cultural production since 
Medieval Spain to contemporary times, passing through the colonization of the New World, the Independence 
wars and the formation of Latin American nations, and the Modern Age. The students are exposed to non-fiction 
essays, poetry, fictional short stories, drama, music, and visual arts, as a gate to a deeper understanding of 
Hispanic cultural products, practices, and perspectives, as well as to polish and perfect mastery of the three 
communicative modes in Spanish: interpretive (listening and reading), interpersonal (writing and speaking), and 
presentational (writing and public speaking). 

Prerequisites: Students must have at least 1 credit of Spanish 
 
FOR 400   ASL - Advanced Spanish Literature I:(1.0 Credit) 
The Spanish Language is taught through the writings of the great masters of Hispano-American literature.  The 
students read, analyze, and discuss poetry and short stories, grasping differences in style and form.  Like linguistic 
apprentices, the students learn from the creations of the masters.  They memorize and recite the cadence and 
words of the great poets, and from these examples learn to produce their own creative works – at the feet of the 
masters, so to speak.  Along the journey, the students learn to think and to gain an appreciation of the Spanish 
language, its sounds, its possibilities - and they learn to develop those possibilities for themselves.   

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have earned at least 1 Spanish credit  
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FOR 500   ASL - Advanced Spanish Literature II: (1.0 Credit) 
This course is the next step in a progressive learning process.  The methodology of learning at the feet of the 
masters of Hispano-American literature is followed, as are the techniques of reading, analyzing, discussion, 
memorization, recitation, and creative writing.  The works at this level are longer:  Novelas (novels), poetry, plays 
and books of short stories.  By this level, the students -themselves- realize that the literature is nourishment for 
them.  Their thinking processes are further developed and they do grow to love Spanish Literature, as the source of 
their mental nourishment. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have an Advanced Spanish Literature I credit. 
 
FOR 700   AP Spanish Language (1.0 Credit) 
The AP Spanish Language course should help prepare students to demonstrate their level of Spanish proficiency 
across three communicative modes (Interpersonal [interactive communication], Interpretive [receptive 
communication], and Presentational [productive communication]), and the five goal areas outlined in the 
Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century1 (Communication, Cultures, Connections, 
Comparisons, and Communities). The course is meant to be comparable to third year (fifth or sixth semester) 
college and university courses that focus on speaking and writing in the target language at an advanced level.   

Prerequisites: Students are required to have earned at least 1 Spanish credit  
 
FOR 600   AP Spanish Literature (1.0 Credit) 
This course is the culmination in our Spanish Literature curriculum.  The curriculum is an enriched form of an AP 
curriculum.  AP requires reading of written works—our curriculum calls for reading the entire works of poetry, 
prose and essays of the Masters from Spain, Latin-America and the United States.  The students read from Don 
Quixote de la Mancha by Miguel de Cervantes to One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.  
Because the methodology and techniques described above are continued and expanded, the creative thinking, 
oratory skills and creative writing performed in this class are extensive in scope and of the highest caliber.   

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have earned at least 1 Spanish credit. 
 

Discontinued World Language Courses 
 
FOR 180   French I: (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2011-2012. 
In this beginning level of French I, the students are introduced to the new language.  The students engage in 
learning vocabulary about the self, the family and school, and begin to learn vocabulary that relates to those 
central themes, as well as the beginning grammar necessary to understand and formulate the basic composition of 
the French grammatical structures, in short utterances.  

Prerequisites: Students are not required any prior background for this course. 
Textbook/Book: Bon Voyage! Niveau 1 (Prentice Hall) 

 
FOR 280   French II: (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2010-2011. 
In the intermediate level French II, the students are pushed to a new level of language proficiency.  They are now 
asked to step away from knowing just the vocabulary about the self and their immediate surroundings, to include 
language at the larger-scale, beyond their comfort zone. They are introduced topics about the culture of the 
language they are learning, they get to expand their vocabulary and practice more grammatical structures for 
building sentences and sentence combining to express ideas. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have taken one year of French. 
Textbook/Book: Voyage! Niveau 2 (Prentice Hall) 

 
FOR 380   French III: (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2010-2011. 
For the more advanced student, in French III, the students are taken to a more sophisticated level of 
communication in the target language.  After two years of beginning and intermediate levels of French, students 
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are ready to begin exploring ideas in more depth.  Students in this course, do more short readings in the target 
language, and are asked to be more critical and analytical, as they learn language about cause and effect, and 
deeper reasoning, like taking sides of an argument and presenting ideas more clearly, orally, and in written form. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have taken two years of French. 
Textbook/Book: Voyage! Niveau 3 (Prentice Hall) 

 
FOR 800   Spanish for Native Speakers I: (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2011-2012.  It was replaced by Advanced Spanish Literature I and AP course 
options. 
The Spanish Language is taught through the writings of the great masters of Hispano-American literature.  The 
students read, analyze, and discuss poetry and short stories, grasping differences in style and form.  Like linguistic 
apprentices, the students learn from the creations of the masters.  They memorize and recite the cadence and 
words of the great poets and from these examples; they learn to produce their own creative works – at the feet of 
the masters, so to speak.   Along the journey, the students learn to think and to gain an appreciation of the Spanish 
language, its sounds, its possibilities - and they learn to develop those possibilities for themselves.   

Prerequisites:  Students are required to be native speakers of Spanish, or have native-like knowledge. 
Textbooks/Books: Llano en Llamas (Planeta Editorial) among other short stories and poems 

 
FOR 900   Spanish for Native Speakers II: (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2011-2012.  It was replaced by Advanced Spanish Literature II and AP course 
options. 
This course is the next step in a progressive learning process.  The methodology of learning at the feet of the 
masters of Hispano-American literature is followed, as are the techniques of reading, analyzing, discussion, 
memorization, recitation, and creative writing.  The works at this level are longer:  Novelas (novels), poetry, plays 
and books of short stories.  By this level, the students -themselves- realize that the literature is nourishment for 
them.  Their thinking processes are further developed and they do grow to love Spanish Literature, as the source of 
their mental nourishment. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have Spanish for Native Speakers I credit. 
Textbooks/Books: El Toro y Otros Cuentos del Sur, and La Gota Pura (El Juglar Press), among other short 
stories and poems. 
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ART/MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
These classes satisfy the Chávez graduation requirements for art and music, respectively.  
ART100   Art (0.5 Credit) 
This semester course is designed to introduce the basic elements of art-line, form and shape, texture, value, and 
color, through a variety of mediums and projects. Students will also be introduced to the Principles of Design – 
Patterning, Harmony, Balance, Perspective, and Function.  As students begin to gain confidence in their ability to 
create, Art History as well as Public Policy will be incorporated into all lessons. 

Prerequisites:  None 
  
ART101   Art Concepts (0.5 Credit) 
Art Concepts is a course that provides scholars the opportunity to experience art through a multi-media 
experience. Students will learn and apply the elements and principles of design to produce creative products that 
show mastery of these concepts.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
 
MUS100   Music (0.5 Credit) 
In music students explore the relationship between music and social movements in our emergent global society. 
Having music in high school introduces the student to the history, theory, and genres of music.  The students will 
explore the history of music from the surviving examples of rudimentary musical forms through contemporary 
pieces from around the world. The course covers early musical forms, classical music, American jazz, and modern 
traditions; including gospel, folk, soul, blues, Latin rhythms, rock and roll, and hip-hop.  Students will also examine 
public policy in music and learns how it affects their community. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required any prior knowledge in music. 
 
MUS101   Musical Concepts (0.5 Credit) 
Music Concepts is a course that provides scholars with the opportunity to explore music through improving their 
technical skills and musicianship. They well analyze individual musical performances, explore musical concepts and 
terminology, and build their skills in listening and perception. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required any prior knowledge in music.  
 

FINE ART ELECTIVES 
 
The following courses are Elective courses that fall within the Fine Arts department.  They may fulfill credit 
requirements in Fine Arts. 
 

Visual Arts II (or Art II) 
AP Art Studio (qualifies as CLCP) 
Beginning Percussion I & II 
Ceramics 
Choir 
Band 
Piano 
Filmmaking (qualifies as CLCP) 

 

Discontinued fine arts classes 
 
Art (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued as of the 2011-2012 school year.  
This full year course is designed to introduce the elements of art; line, form and shape, texture, value, and color, 
through a variety of mediums and projects.  Students will also be introduced to the Principles of Design - 
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Patterning, Harmony, Balance, Perspective, and Function in depth.  As students begin to gain confidence in their 
ability to create, art history as well as public policy will be incorporated into all lessons. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required prior knowledge in art. 
Textbooks/Books: ArtTalk (Glencoe).  Other materials include: colored copied documents, PowerPoint slide 
shows, slides, magazines, and art posters. 

 
 
Visual Art I (0.5 Credit to 1.0 Credit, depending on year/campus) ∆ 
This course was discontinued as of the 2011-2012 school year.  
This course is designed to introduce the basic elements of art; line, form and shape, texture, value, and color, 
through a variety of mediums and projects. Students will also be introduced to the Principles of Design – 
Patterning, Harmony, Balance, Perspective, and Function.  As students begin to gain confidence in their ability to 
create, Art history as well as Public Policy will be incorporated into all lessons. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required prior knowledge in art. 
Textbooks/Books: ArtTalk (Glencoe).  Other materials include: colored copied documents, PowerPoint slide 
shows, slides, magazines, and art posters. 

 
Music (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued as of the 2011-2012 school year.  
In music students explore the relationship between music and social movements in our emergent global society. 
Having music in high school introduces the student to the history, theory, and genres of music.  The students will 
explore the history of music from the surviving examples of rudimentary musical forms through contemporary 
pieces from around the world. The course covers early musical forms, classical music, American jazz, and modern 
traditions; including gospel, folk, soul, blues, Latin rhythms, rock and roll, and hip-hop.  Students will also examine 
public policy in music and learns how it affects their community. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required any prior knowledge in music. 
Textbooks/Books: Music! Its Role and Importance in Our Lives (Glencoe) 

 
Independent Art/Independent Art Study (0.5 Credit to 1.0 Credit, depending on length of study) ∆ 
This course was discontinued as of the 2012-2013 school year.  
The Independent Art class entails two-to-four major assignments or works of art overseen by the Art Department 
Chair.  It also includes projects, presentations, and conferences with the teacher conducting the independent art 
class.  Besides covering power standards from the DC standards for art, the course pushes students to develop 
works of art that embody the public policy themes as they work on art as an agent of social change, and individual 
artistic expression.  

Prerequisites:  Students are allowed to take an independent art class, with teacher and principal approval 
to fulfill an art credit, or an elective.   
Textbooks: No specific books are used, materials are identified based on the individual work of the student. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
All courses in this section satisfy the Chávez graduation requirements for physical education and health.  A student 
must have both health and PE credits, although how many of each is not prescribed as long as the student has 
earned 1.5 credits or higher total. 4 
 
PE102   Health I (0.5 Credit) 
This health course is designed to examine health issues through the lens of public policy.  The goal of the course is 
health literacy, the capacity of individuals to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information, products, 
and services and the competence to use such information, products, and services in ways that will enhance 
personal, family, school, and community health. This course will help students gain the information, skills, and 
confidence that will help them to become healthy teenagers and healthy members of the community.  It also will 
include understanding how public policy impacts these issues and how students can use public policy as a tool to 
impact these issues. This yearlong class will be unique with a focus on primarily local issues, experiential education, 
and speakers. It also will require a certain maturity to be able to discuss openly controversial issues relating to this 
material.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
PE102   Health (1.0 Credit)  
This health course is designed to examine health issues through the lens of public policy.  The goal of the course is 
health literacy, the capacity of individuals to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information, products, 
and services and the competence to use such information, products, and services in ways that will enhance 
personal, family, school, and community health. This course will help students gain the information, skills, and 
confidence that will help them to become healthy teenagers and healthy members of the community.  It also will 
include understanding how public policy impacts these issues and how students can use public policy as a tool to 
impact these issues. This yearlong class will be unique with a focus on primarily local issues, experiential education, 
and speakers. It also will require a certain maturity to be able to discuss openly controversial issues relating to this 
material.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 

PE102   Health II (0.5 Credit) 
This health course is designed to examine health issues through the lens of public policy.  The goal of the course is 
health literacy, the capacity of individuals to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information, products, 
and services and the competence to use such information, products, and services in ways that will enhance 
personal, family, school, and community health. This course will help students gain the information, skills, and 
confidence that will help them to become healthy teenagers and healthy members of the community.  It also will 
include understanding how public policy impacts these issues and how students can use public policy as a tool to 
impact these issues. This yearlong class will be unique with a focus on primarily local issues, experiential education, 
and speakers. It also will require a certain maturity to be able to discuss openly controversial issues relating to this 
material.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Physical Education I (0.5 credit)5 
The Physical Education Course is an integral part of the total education process.  It provides a framework in which 
the student can develop physically, mentally, socially and emotionally. The course focuses on the human body, 
from the inside out.  Two Core Areas are emphasized: Nutrition and Physical activity.  Students are challenged and 
empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement 
activity for a lifetime. Priority is placed on students developing a personalized fitness program for a healthy life-
style. 

                                                                 
 
5 In the 2012-2013 school year, 9th grade students at our Chavez Prep class took a course called “Exercise Nutrition 
Science,” or ENS.  This course earned students .5 PE credit.  The course name was aligned in SY13-14. 
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Prerequisites:   None  
 

Physical Education II (0.5 credit) 
The Physical Education Course is an integral part of the total education process.  It provides a framework in which 
the student can develop physically, mentally, socially and emotionally. The course focuses on the human body, 
from the inside out.  Two Core Areas are emphasized: Nutrition and Physical activity.  Students are challenged and 
empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement 
activity for a lifetime. Priority is placed on students developing a personalized fitness program for a healthy life-
style. 

Prerequisites:   None  
 
 
Aerobics I (0.5- Credit) 
This physical education course is an activity class designed to help students gain an understanding of how to 
develop overall physical fitness. This course is also designed to help students develop a positive attitude toward 
exercise and healthful living through participation in aerobic exercise and class discussion. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Aerobics II (0.5 Credit) 
This physical education course is an activity class designed to help students gain an understanding of how to 
develop overall physical fitness. This course is also designed to help students develop a positive attitude toward 
exercise and healthful living through participation in aerobic exercise and class discussion. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Strength Training (0.5 Credit) 

This semester course is designed as a conditioning course for students who wish to improve Strength 
and endurance. Areas that may be explored are physical fitness, circuit training, isometrics, weight 
training, body mechanics, jogging and/or running and fundamental theories of body conditioning. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Team Sports (0.5 Credit) 

Students will learn rules, terms, historical background and basic skills for a variety of sports. Students 
will be able to understand team strategy in a competitive situation. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Dance (0.5 Credit) 
This course is designed to introduce students to concepts of modern dance and provide physical practice of 
concepts.  Students will learn choreography in individual and group ensembles. 

Discontinued Physical Education & Health Courses 
The courses listed below have been discontinued as Chávez course offerings as of 2012-2013 or earlier.   
Health (0.50 Credit) ∆ 
The Health and Life Skills course at César Chávez is designed to empower each student to be able to make healthy 
and safe life decisions with regards to lifestyle, their bodies, and their surrounding communities.  The focus of the 
course is to increase students’ knowledge of health and wellness issues and come to know how they affect us 
daily.   This is done through increased self-awareness, learning about self-esteem, the affect of family, friends, 
peers and media on our everyday health decisions, understanding sexuality with the goal of attaining healthy 
relationships, and learning how to access the necessary health facilities in the local community for both students 
and family members. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required to have any prior knowledge in health 
Textbooks: Life Health (Holt) and additional Public Policy curricular materials developed by public policy 
team and by the teachers. 
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Health & Physical Education (0.50 Credit) ∆ 
Alternate Name:  Physical Education & Health 
The focus of this course is to teach students the benefits of knowing what is healthy and what does the body good.  
It also focuses on the benefits of understanding your body and doing exercise to increase their awareness of 
healthy habits.  Learning standards for health and physical education were used for this semester long course. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required to have any prior knowledge in health & physical education 
Textbooks: Life Health (Holt) and additional Public Policy curricular materials developed by public policy 
team and by the teachers. 

 
Health & Physical Education (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
Alternate Name:  Physical Education & Health 
The health and physical education course at César Chávez is designed to empower each student to be able to make 
healthy and safe life decisions with regards to lifestyle, their bodies, and their surrounding communities.  The focus 
of the course is to increase students’ knowledge of health and wellness issues and come to know how they affect 
us daily.   This is done through increased self-awareness, learning about self-esteem, the affect of family, friends, 
peers and media on our everyday health decisions, understanding sexuality with the goal of attaining healthy 
relationships, and learning how to access the necessary health facilities in the local community for both students 
and family members. 

Prerequisites:  Students are not required to have any prior knowledge in health & physical education 
Textbooks: Life Health (Holt) and additional Public Policy curricular materials developed by public policy 
team and by the teachers. 

 
Health and Public Policy (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
Health and Public Policy is a course deigned to examine health issues through the lens of public policy.  The goal of 
the course is health literacy, the capacity of individuals to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health 
information, products, and services and the competence to use such information, products, and services in ways 
that will enhance personal, family, school, and community health. * This course will help students gain the 
information, skills, and confidence that will help them to become healthy teenagers and healthy members of the 
community.  It also will include understanding how public policy impacts these issues and how students can use 
public policy as a tool to impact these issues. This yearlong class will be unique with a focus on primarily local 
issues, experiential education, and speakers. It also will require a certain maturity to be able to discuss openly 
controversial issues relating to this material.  

Prerequisites:  Students are not required to have any prior knowledge in health or public policy. 
Textbooks: Life Health (Holt) and additional Public Policy curricular materials developed by public policy 
team and by the teachers. 
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COLLEGE LEVEL AND CAREER PREP (CLCP) 
 
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) in DC requires all DC youth to complete two College 
Level and Career Prep (CLCP) credits as part of their high school graduation requirements.  All courses listed below 
can also count as general elective credits as well.  
 
At Chávez, our scholars can earn CLCP credits through the courses of our public policy program, which is at the 
heart of a Chávez education and is what distinguishes our schools and our graduates.  Students are required to 
earn at least 1 elective credit through public policy courses. 
In addition, some of the courses are approved by the DC Public Charter School Board for both credit and to fulfill 
hours towards the 100 hours of Service Learning required for graduation.  Courses earning both credits and hours 
are Capstone, Community Action Project, and Fellowship.  Hours earned are specified by class.  

Public Policy Courses 
The following courses can be completed to earn the required public policy credits. 
 
POL100   Introduction to Public Policy: (0.5 Credits) 
In this course students will explore the role of public policy in their community and their role as a citizen.  The 
course will explore relevant public policy issues and how they, as community members, are impacted and can 
make change.  

Prerequisites:   None 
 
POL250   Community Action Project: (0.25 Credits plus 15 hours of community service/service learning) 
The Public Policy Community Action Project is a series of community programming and service which brings 
together students and local community groups in order to learn about the issues that have spurred their work as 
well as participate in the community project.  Students will spend full-days offsite in structured discussions, 
activities, and service. 

Prerequisites:   None 
 

POL351   Fellowship Concepts: (0.5 Credits) 
In this course students will develop a stronger grasp of the role different organizations play in the community in 
preparation for Fellowship. Students will develop professional skills necessary for the workplace.  Students will also 
engage with community partners in preparation for Fellowship by completing interviews, getting feedback about 
their resumes, and visiting organizations that could serve as their Fellowship Host.  Finally, students will research 
their final Fellowship placement to understand the problem the organization is trying to solve, how the 
organization is trying to solve it, and the role they will take as part of the organization during Fellowship. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
 
POL350   Fellowship: (0.5 Credits plus 45 hours of community service/service learning) 
The goals of Fellowship are to understand and engage in public service; gain professional skills, attitudes, and 
experiences that promote college and career readiness; experience careers in the public interest field, especially 
how organizations work to improve the community; and connect classroom-based knowledge about public issues 
and processes to real-world experience and action surrounding those topics. Fellowship is not only a privilege, but 
also a requirement for graduation at Chávez. Students have the opportunity to gain valuable experience working at 
a public policy related organization. This experience is a bridge between childhood and adulthood. We expect 
students to behave professionally, maturely, and scholarly. 

Prerequisites:   None  
 
POL400   Thesis (1.0 Credit) 
The Thesis course is the culminating event of a student's time at Chávez and is designed to bring together all of the 
knowledge and skills students have developed in all public policy courses leading up to this one. It allows students 
to deepen their knowledge of a policy issue about which they feel passionate and to share this knowledge with 
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classmates and the community at large. In brief, this class is about how you can influence problems through 
research and writing. By the end of this year-long course, students will feel and be more capable as a thinker, 
researcher, writer, and citizen, and will be better prepared for college. 

Prerequisites:  Students are required to have senior status. 
 
Honors Thesis (1.0 Credit + transcript endorsement) 
Students who choose to write their thesis independently, opting out of the standardized outline and scaffolding 
support provided by the thesis teacher, and researching a more challenging topic can earn an Honors Thesis 
endorsement on their transcript.   

Prerequisites:  As determined by the Thesis Teacher and agreed upon with the student, by the end of the 
first quarter.  

 
POL150   Capstones (0.25 Credits plus 15 hours of community service/service learning)6 
Building on the work of Community Action Project, students will engage in another multi-event cycle of exploring 
public policy problems and solutions by visiting local community-based organizations making an impact on DC.  
Students will spend a portion of the day learning about the specific problems that the organization is addressing 
and the other half actively participating in community service. 

Prerequisites:  None 
. 

POL300 Junior Thesis I (0.5 Credit) 
The purpose of this course is for students to develop the research skills and content knowledge necessary for 
Senior Thesis. Students will explore a public problem of interest to them and evaluate how government entities 
and civil society attempt to solve this problem through programming, legislation, and advocacy efforts. 
Simultaneously, students will develop a stronger grasp of the role different organizations play in the community in 
preparation for Fellowship. Students will develop professional skills necessary for the workplace.  Students will also 
engage with community partners in preparation for Fellowship by completing interviews, getting feedback about 
their resumes, and visiting organizations that could serve as their Fellowship Host.  Finally, students will research 
their final Fellowship placement to understand the problem the organization is trying to solve, how the 
organization is trying to solve it, and the role they will take as part of the organization during Fellowship. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
POL300 Junior Thesis II (0.5 Credit) 
The purpose of this course is for students to develop the research skills and content knowledge necessary for 
Senior Thesis. Students will explore a public problem of interest to them and evaluate how government entities 
and civil society attempt to solve this problem through programming, legislation, and advocacy efforts. 
Simultaneously, students will develop a stronger grasp of the role different organizations play in the community in 
preparation for Fellowship. Students will develop professional skills necessary for the workplace.  Students will also 
engage with community partners in preparation for Fellowship by completing interviews, getting feedback about 
their resumes, and visiting organizations that could serve as their Fellowship Host.  Finally, students will research 
their final Fellowship placement to understand the problem the organization is trying to solve, how the 
organization is trying to solve it, and the role they will take as part of the organization during Fellowship. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
POL300 Junior Thesis (1.0 Credit) 
The purpose of this course is for students to develop the research skills and content knowledge necessary for 
Senior Thesis. Students will explore a public problem of interest to them and evaluate how government entities 
and civil society attempt to solve this problem through programming, legislation, and advocacy efforts. 
Simultaneously, students will develop a stronger grasp of the role different organizations play in the community in 
preparation for Fellowship. Students will develop professional skills necessary for the workplace.  Students will also 

                                                                 
6 The public policy courses (Capstone or Honors Junior Thesis) are not requirements for graduation, but it can be 
used to satisfy College Prep/Technical Education (CTE) credit towards graduation, for those students who have 
earned the credits. 
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engage with community partners in preparation for Fellowship by completing interviews, getting feedback about 
their resumes, and visiting organizations that could serve as their Fellowship Host.  Finally, students will research 
their final Fellowship placement to understand the problem the organization is trying to solve, how the 
organization is trying to solve it, and the role they will take as part of the organization during Fellowship. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 

Writing for Public Policy I (0.5 Credit) 
Civic leaders advocating for policy changes must acquire college ready research and writing skills to effectively 
communicate their arguments. Students apply research skills such as distinguishing between credible and non-
credible sources, navigating popular and scholarly databases, and evaluating claims and evidence; students also 
craft formal persuasive compositions, organized around a thesis statement and supported with convincing 
evidence. This course will examine the complexity of current public problems by writing several 1-2 page 
compositions and two major 3-6 page research papers. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Writing for Public Policy II (0.5 Credit) 
Civic leaders advocating for policy changes must acquire college ready research and writing skills to effectively 
communicate their arguments. Students apply research skills such as distinguishing between credible and non-
credible sources, navigating popular and scholarly databases, and evaluating claims and evidence; students also 
craft formal persuasive compositions, organized around a thesis statement and supported with convincing 
evidence. This course will examine the complexity of current public problems by writing several 1-2 page 
compositions and two major 3-6 page research papers. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Writing for Public Policy (1.0 Credit) 
Civic leaders advocating for policy changes must acquire college ready research and writing skills to effectively 
communicate their arguments. Students apply research skills such as distinguishing between credible and non-
credible sources, navigating popular and scholarly databases, and evaluating claims and evidence; students also 
craft formal persuasive compositions, organized around a thesis statement and supported with convincing 
evidence. This course will examine the complexity of current public problems by writing several 1-2 page 
compositions and two major 3-6 page research papers. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Public Speaking (0.5)  
The U.S. Civil Rights Movement produced some of the most seminal public writings and oratory in history, 
transforming public policies across the United States. Explore the speeches that brought about America’s third 
revolution, ending segregation and ensuring everyone is entitled to purse their American Dream. Students will also 
acquire the speaking, listening, and interpersonal skills required for effective communication in social, workplace, 
and academic settings. Students will present formal and informal presentations to peers and the school 
community throughout the course. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Debate (0.5 Credit)  
Debate is designed to develop students’ ability to support and present logical, researched, argument. Students will 
learn the standards of debate and the valuable skills of argumentation that will assist them with their educational 
careers and beyond. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
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Other College Level and career prep eligible Electives 
Any of these courses may also count as a general elective or for CLCP. 7 
 

A note about AP Courses: 

AP Courses, given their college-prep nature, can also be used to fulfill College Level and Career Prep (CLCP) 
requirements.  Students completing AP courses as electives can use to fulfill CLCP instead of elective requirements.  
Students completing AP courses as part of core requirements can get a waiver on the remaining .25 CLCP 
requirements but then must fulfill 1.75 electives instead of the typically required 1.5 credits so that the student 
meets the minimal 25 credit requirement.   
 
Public Speaking I (0.5 Credit) 
The U.S. Civil Rights Movement produced some of the most seminal public writings and oratory in history, 
transforming public policies across the United States. Explore the speeches that brought about America’s third 
revolution, ending segregation and ensuring everyone is entitled to purse their American Dream. Students will also 
acquire the speaking, listening, and interpersonal skills required for effective communication in social, workplace, 
and academic settings. Students will present formal and informal presentations to peers and the school 
community throughout the course. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Public Speaking II (0.5 Credit) 
The U.S. Civil Rights Movement produced some of the most seminal public writings and oratory in history, 
transforming public policies across the United States. Explore the speeches that brought about America’s third 
revolution, ending segregation and ensuring everyone is entitled to purse their American Dream. Students will also 
acquire the speaking, listening, and interpersonal skills required for effective communication in social, workplace, 
and academic settings. Students will present formal and informal presentations to peers and the school 
community throughout the course. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Personal Finance (1.0 Credit)  
In this course students will explore the fundamentals of personal finance including building a budget, managing a 
checking account, financing for college, and the essentials of loans.  This year-long course will go deeper into the 
content for planning and understanding credit than its semester counter-part. 
 Prerequisites: None 
 
Personal Finance (.5 Credit)  
In this course students will explore the fundamentals of personal finance including building a budget, managing a 
checking account, financing for college, and the essentials of loans. 
 Prerequisites: None 
 
Advanced Placement Art Studio (1 Credit) 
 The AP Studio Art course is designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art. 
AP Studio Art is not based on a written exam; instead, students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of the 
school year. The AP Studio Art Program consists of three portfolios — 2-D Design, 3-D Design and Drawing —— 
corresponding to the most common college foundation courses.  

Prerequisites:  Students must meet the AP enrollment criteria.   
 
Advanced Placement Human Geography (1.0 Credit)  
The purpose of the Advanced Placement Human Geography [APHuG] course is to introduce students to the 
systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s 
surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its 
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environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and 
practice.  At the end of the course, students should have developed skills that enable them to: use and think about 
maps and spatial data, recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes, 
understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places, define regions and 
evaluate the regionalization process, and characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 

Prerequisites: Students are required to meet the AP enrollment criteria.   
 
Advanced Science Research (ASR) (1 credit) 
The Advanced Science Research Course provides students an opportunity to work with scientists in the 
Invertebrate Zoology Department of the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History (NMNH). In 
this course students will make scientific knowledge accessible and interesting to the public and explore the process 
of moving from scientific inquiry to discovery. Each student in this course will be paired with a mentor scientist, be 
trained in natural history research techniques, develop questions and hypotheses, develop presentations, and 
explore the relationship of scientific research to society. While working with scientists from the Department of 
Invertebrate Zoology at NMNH, students will investigate parasites, tunicates, and/or worms in depth.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and selection through application process.  
 
Advanced Science Research (ASR) II:  Invertebrate Zoology (1 credit) 
The Advanced Science Research II: Invertebrate Zoology course is a second year of one-on-one mentoring with a 
scientist in the Invertebrate Zoology Department of the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural 
History (NMNH). Students will continue their study of invertebrates, such as parasites, tunicates, and/or worms 
and build upon the natural history research techniques from the first year of this course. Students will then work 
to make the complex science they study both interesting and accessible to the public. 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of ASR I 
 
Computer Applications (0.5 Credit) 
 The Computer Applications course is designed to develop scholars proficiency in applying computer technology for 
use in the educational and business setting through applications software. Emphasis will be placed on using 
appropriate software for database management, word processing, graphics, and spreadsheets. A segment will also 
be introducing methods for web page construction (e.g. HTML, and CMS). This course will incorporate the National 
Educational Technology Standards for Students (ISTE). 
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
Constitutional Law (0.5 Credit) 
This course uses the "We the Students" curriculum that was developed to counteract the effects of "civic illiteracy" 
on the young people of America. It is taught by law school students from The Marshall-Brennan Constitutional 
Literacy Project from American University.  We the Students: Supreme Court Cases for and About Students, 3rd 
edition, is the textbook used in this class, which highlights the 39 most important Supreme Court cases affecting 
the rights and responsibilities of students. The program's goal is to teach students their rights under the 
Constitution and how to use their knowledge of cases and the Constitution to become effective democratic 
citizens. Through briefing cases and participating in moot court exercises, students develop critical thinking skills, 
advancing their rhetorical skills, and refine their persuasive powers. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Debate I (0.5 Credit) 
Debate is designed to develop students’ ability to support and present logical, researched, argument. Students will 
learn the standards of debate and the valuable skills of argumentation that will assist them with their educational 
careers and beyond. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
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Debate II (0.5 Credit) 
Debate is designed to develop students’ ability to support and present logical, researched, argument. Students will 
learn the standards of debate and the valuable skills of argumentation that will assist them with their educational 
careers and beyond. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
Entrepreneurship (NFTE) I (0.5 Credit) 
This course incorporates the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) curriculum.  The 
objectives of this course are designed to teach students everything they need in order to start and maintain their 
own small business.  Students will gain an understanding about the role of entrepreneurs in our free enterprise 
society and will learn how to recognize a business opportunity and develop business management characteristics 
for starting, operating, and maintaining their own business (i.e. planning, accounting, negotiating, finance, 
marketing, management, business ethics).  Training includes business scenarios, simulations such as the state 
approved Virtual Enterprise and/or activities conducted through the operations of their own businesses, under the 
supervision of the instructor. This course aligns with and/or incorporates the State Occupational Content 
Standards, State Language Arts and Mathematics Standards, High School Exit Exam Standards, Career Performance 
Standards and the LACOROP Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs). 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 

Entrepreneurship (NFTE) II (0.5 Credit) 
This course incorporates the National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) curriculum.  The 
objectives of this course are designed to teach students everything they need in order to start and maintain their 
own small business.  Students will gain an understanding about the role of entrepreneurs in our free enterprise 
society and will learn how to recognize a business opportunity and develop business management characteristics 
for starting, operating, and maintaining their own business (i.e. planning, accounting, negotiating, finance, 
marketing, management, business ethics).  Training includes business scenarios, simulations such as the state 
approved Virtual Enterprise and/or activities conducted through the operations of their own businesses, under the 
supervision of the instructor. This course aligns with and/or incorporates the State Occupational Content 
Standards, State Language Arts and Mathematics Standards, High School Exit Exam Standards, Career Performance 
Standards and the LACOROP Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs). 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
Environmental Policy I (0.5 Credit)  
Examination of the environmental policy through the lenses of society, economy, ecology, and the individual 
person.  Case studies of these policies are examined using local, national, and international issues.  An action 
project will culminate the course. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 

Environmental Policy II (0.5 Credit)  
Examination of the environmental policy through the lenses of society, economy, ecology, and the individual 
person.  Case studies of these policies are examined using local, national, and international issues.  An action 
project will culminate the course. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 
Environmental Policy (1.0 Credit)  
Examination of the environmental policy through the lenses of society, economy, ecology, and the individual 
person.  Case studies of these policies are examined using local, national, and international issues.  An action 
project will culminate the course. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 

Environmental Science (1.0 Credit) 
Scholars earning this class prior to 2010-2011 can count as a science requirement or an elective/CLCP credit, but 
not both.   
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Environmental Science is the study of the environment around us, and the effects that we may have on it. Students 
will be learning about biodiversity and how it relates to the stability of our environment, as well as the cycling of 
natural materials. In addition, students will examine how resources limit and promote environmental growth, and 
how pollution and energy needs affect our surround environment. As environmental scientists in this classroom, 
students will actively learn through lectures, labs, readings, written assignments, analysis, and making inferences. 
Students will also explore public policy issues through the lens of an environmental scientist. 

Prerequisites:   None 
 
Filmmaking (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) The essential 
question for the class will be to analyze media’s impact on themselves and society.  Students will learn how to 
create media so they can shape society. Specifically, this full-year course will give students the tools they need in 
order to create a public policy documentary.  Students will storyboard, create plot arcs, learn techniques for 
handling a camera, edit, and direct/produce a documentary. The ultimate aim of the class will be to create public 
policy films that will inspire their audience to care about issues that students face.  

Prerequisites:  Students are not required any prior knowledge in filmmaking. 
 
Journalism (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) 
This course is designed to facilitate the student's creative faculties and abilities. The course will serve as an 
introduction to the writing of original poetry and short fiction and drama. Instruction in literary techniques will 
direct the student's writing. In addition to working within literary conventions to produce manuscripts, students 
will be exposed to exemplary texts by selected authors. Students will learn to critique their own work and the work 
of others by participating in writing workshops. Students will be introduced to markets for creative writing and will 
be encouraged to submit some work for publication. 

Prerequisites: None  
 

Leadership & Community Development / NOLA (1 credit) 
The goals of the course are to use art, critical thinking and service learning as tools to interpret public policy issues 
in New Orleans and in Washington D.C and recognize the similarities in both communities. Students will combine 
the elements of art, collaboration and service learning to design and implement the goals of the established 
program, finding “inspiration” through collaboration and real-world experiences that will be used as a vehicle to 
express social and political views in the community. Throughout the course, students will explore the meaning of 
social and political empowerment through leadership and community service art projects in and outside of school. 
This course will combine your understanding of public policy topics and community issues to take action in the 
world by constructing a creative outcome. 

Prerequisites: None, although students must be committed, enthusiastic, prepared, goal oriented, and 
collaborative 100% of the time in order to be considered for travel.  After-school and Saturday 
participation may also be required. 

 
Media & Mass Communication (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= 
year) 
In this course, scholars establish broad and multiple perspectives on the individual in relationship to the larger 
society and the world in which he/she lives.  Moreover, students discuss and understand the responsibilities of 
living in a culturally and ethically diversified world.  Scholars stimulate a capacity to discuss and reflect upon 
individual, political, economic, and social aspects of life in order to understand ways in which to be a responsible 
member of society.  Scholars also recognize the importance of maintaining health and wellness; develop a capacity 
to use knowledge of how technology and science affect their lives; develop personal values for ethical behavior; 
and develop the ability to make aesthetic judgments.  Finally, scholars will use logical reasoning in problem solving 
and integrate knowledge and understand the interrelationships of the scholarly disciplines. 

Prerequisites: None. 
 
Peers Making Peace I (0.5 Credit) 
Peers making peace is an introductory course that will provide students with an understanding of the elements of 
communication, personal growth and the process of effectively working with others. Specific content will include, 
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but not be limited to such topics as listening and feedback skills, anger management, non-verbal communication, 
non-judgmental responses, decision making skills and conflict resolution. Students will sharpen their leadership 
skills and their ability to work as a team member. Students will receive training in the six steps of mediation and 
work with the school’s peer mediation program. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Peers Making Peace II (0.5 Credit) 
Peers making peace is an introductory course that will provide students with an understanding of the elements of 
communication, personal growth and the process of effectively working with others. Specific content will include, 
but not be limited to such topics as listening and feedback skills, anger management, non-verbal communication, 
non-judgmental responses, decision making skills and conflict resolution. Students will sharpen their leadership 
skills and their ability to work as a team member. Students will receive training in the six steps of mediation and 
work with the school’s peer mediation program. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Peers Making Peace (1.0 Credit) 
Peers making peace is an introductory course that will provide students with an understanding of the elements of 
communication, personal growth and the process of effectively working with others. Specific content will include, 
but not be limited to such topics as listening and feedback skills, anger management, non-verbal communication, 
non-judgmental responses, decision making skills and conflict resolution. Students will sharpen their leadership 
skills and their ability to work as a team member. Students will receive training in the six steps of mediation and 
work with the school’s peer mediation program. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Public Policy & Careers (0.25 credit) 
Public Policy & Careers is a 3-week intensive course in which students review and evaluate public policy and 
service careers in preparation for a Fellowship experience in similar organizations.  Students learn about best 
practices in these work environments and how these organizations impact local, federal, and international public 
policies. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Robotics (0.5 Credit) 
Students in this class will use robotics to explore the fundamentals of engineering and robotics.  The course will 
consist of lectures, discussions, projects, and challenges that will cover the principals of engineering, the 
engineering design process, the history and function of robots, design principles, and computer 
programming.  Students will build three types of robots, ranging from simple to moderately complex.  In 
completing various robotic challenges, students will demonstrate understanding of the design process as they 
design, build, test, and redesign their robots. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Street Law (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) 
Street Law is designed to educate students about legal concepts by focusing students on concrete issues of law 
that relate to their own lives. Students are expected to prepare papers and presentations and engage in debates, 
simulations and negotiations on issues of law that have a degree of ambiguity. Students gain practice in addressing 
questions to which there are no definitive answers, but which must be supported by strong analysis and evidence.  
This course is offered in partnership with Street Law, Inc. 

Prerequisites: None. 
 

Principles of Leadership (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) 
The Principles of Leadership course will prepare students for leadership roles in the community and in their 
professions. The course will provide students with the knowledge, skills, and foundation in leadership necessary to 
be effective in a variety of settings, as well as direct experience in the student governmental processes.   Students 



 

 
35 

 

will develop an understanding of the fundamental elements of leadership by examining contemporary leadership 
models as well as their own values and believes to develop a personal philosophy of leadership.  Students will gain 
both the theoretical and practical skills necessary for success in both their personal and professional lives.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Psychology (0.5 credit)  
This course is designed to explore the current public policies and trends in public policies that affect mental health 
and substance abuse treatment.  Another major focus of this course is on community mental health which 
describes the public sector of mental health services.  Scholars will learn about the complex needs and challenging 
environments of underserved communities that require the services of public psychology. The course will assist 
scholars in exploring advocacy efforts in local and national communities.  It will provide an introductory 
understanding of general psychology.   

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Psychology Concepts (0.5 Credit)  
In this course scholars will explore psychological science including a study of behavior and mental processes. This 
course surveys some of the subdisciplines of the field, including such topics as the brain and neuroscience, 
cognitive and social development, perception, learning, memory, decision-making, language, consciousness, 
emotions, motivation, psychological disorders, social identity, interpersonal interactions and group and cultural 
processes. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Video Journalism (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) 
Offered in partnership with the Tiger Woods Learning Center, students develop their knowledge of the profession 
of journalism, with an emphasis upon the use of video. They identify, analyze, and ultimately create examples of 
interviews, public-service announcements, news reports, and documentaries. Through this process, students 
consider concepts like objectivity and media literacy, and hone skills such as storyboarding, acting, filming, and 
editing. As a result, students come away with an understanding of the variety of career opportunities available in 
the field of journalism, and the preparation needed to take advantage of those opportunities. 

Prerequisites:  None. 
 

Yearbook I (0.5 Credit)  
Students will focus on different aspects of the yearbook development process.  Students will focus on designing, 
planning, and some aspects of journalistic writing.   
Students receive guided instruction in the fundamentals of journalistic writing, photojournalism, graphic design, 
budget management, and organizational skills necessary to produce the yearbook, as well as guided practice in the 
areas of responsibility necessary for the production of the book. Students also develop their abilities to work as a 
team as they produce the yearbook.  Students use Adobe InDesign CS2 and Adobe Photoshop to design and 
produce the yearbook. The aim of the class is for student staffers to be responsible for every aspect of production, 
including selling advertising, planning themes, designing covers and endsheets, planning the ladder, designing 
dividers, interviewing, researching, writing articles, editing writing for style and mechanics, writing headlines & 
captions, taking pictures, and designing pages.  

Prerequisites: None 
 
Yearbook II (0.5 Credit)  
Students will focus on different aspects of the yearbook development process.  Students will focus on journalistic 
writing, graphic design, and publication. 
Students receive guided instruction in the fundamentals of journalistic writing, photojournalism, graphic design, 
budget management, and organizational skills necessary to produce the yearbook, as well as guided practice in the 
areas of responsibility necessary for the production of the book. Students also develop their abilities to work as a 
team as they produce the yearbook.  Students use Adobe InDesign CS2 and Adobe Photoshop to design and 
produce the yearbook. The aim of the class is for student staffers to be responsible for every aspect of production, 
including selling advertising, planning themes, designing covers and endsheets, planning the ladder, designing 
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dividers, interviewing, researching, writing articles, editing writing for style and mechanics, writing headlines & 
captions, taking pictures, and designing pages.  

Prerequisites: None  
 

Yearbook (1.0 Credit)  
Students receive guided instruction in the fundamentals of journalistic writing, photojournalism, graphic design, 
budget management, and organizational skills necessary to produce the yearbook, as well as guided practice in the 
areas of responsibility necessary for the production of the book. Students also develop their abilities to work as a 
team as they produce the yearbook.  Students use Adobe InDesign CS2 and Adobe Photoshop to design and 
produce the yearbook. The aim of the class is for student staffers to be responsible for every aspect of production, 
including selling advertising, planning themes, designing covers and endsheets, planning the ladder, designing 
dividers, interviewing, researching, writing articles, editing writing for style and mechanics, writing headlines & 
captions, taking pictures, and designing pages.  

Prerequisites: None  
 

Youth Justice (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= year) 
Youth Justice in America is a course that addresses this interest and draws a broad range of high school students 
into a lively constitutional conversation about crime and the U.S. juvenile justice system.  It is taught by law school 
students from The Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project from American University.  This course 
combines expert commentary with material selected from actual federal and state criminal law cases as it explores 
tough, important questions, such as: What is a crime? How can order be enforced without sacrificing constitutional 
liberties and civil rights? Should juvenile offenders be treated differently from adult offenders? What are the aims 
of criminal punishment?  Specifically, this course focuses on issues and cases that relate to the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution (including search and seizure, the right to counsel, self-
incrimination, cruel and unusual punishment, and the Supreme Court's rulings on the death penalty for juveniles).  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Youth Community Organizing (0.5 – 1.0 Credit depending on length enrolled in the course .5=semester, 1.0= 

year)8 
The goals of the course are to use art and critical thinking as tools to interpret public policy issues to create art 
projects expressing social justice. You will be encouraged to examine real world events finding a creative way to 
articulate your understanding of these events. We will combine the elements of art and principles of design to 
create an artist composition using established artists’ techniques and skills as guides for inspiration.   Through 
discussions, students will explore the meaning of social justice and create and implement community service art 
projects in and outside of school. This course will combine your understanding of public policy topics and 
community issues to construct a creative outcome.  The goal is to make visual art that explores, speaks to, reflects, 
and manifests social justice and public policy concepts. Students will combine this with a medium of choice (i.e. 
sculpture, printmaking, collage).  The course’s curriculum is based off of the YPLAN curriculum from the Center for 
Cities & Schools at the University of California at Berkley.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Youth TEACH to Lead I (0.5 Credit)  
This course is designed to help students learn various office related skills that will prepare them to succeed in their 
Fellowship, college, and their future careers. Students will work one on one with a member of the staff to 
collaborate on solving school related issues and assist staff members to complete various tasks around the school 
building. The curriculum will include activities, surveys, assignments, and research related to future employment. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
 

                                                                 
8 Prior to SY14-15 this course was called Visual Art II and counted as an elective credit.  It was renamed and 
designated as a CTE credit in SY14-15 after a review of the curriculum.   
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Youth TEACH to Lead II (0.5 Credit)  
This course is designed to help students learn various office related skills that will prepare them to succeed in their 
Fellowship, college, and their future careers. Students will work one on one with a member of the staff to 
collaborate on solving school related issues and assist staff members to complete various tasks around the school 
building. The curriculum will include activities, surveys, assignments, and research related to future employment. 

Prerequisites: None 
 
Youth TEACH to Lead (0.5 to 1.0 Credit)  
This course is designed to help students learn various office related skills that will prepare them to succeed in their 
Fellowship, college, and their future careers. Students will work one on one with a member of the staff to 
collaborate on solving school related issues and assist staff members to complete various tasks around the school 
building. The curriculum will include activities, surveys, assignments, and research related to future employment. 

Prerequisites: None 
 
Dual Enrollment (College Course) (1.0 Credit, plus college credit) 
The OSSE DC Dual Enrollment Consortium and the UDC Cares program allows academically advanced District of 
Columbia students a pathway for taking college courses while still in high school.  It allows students the 
opportunity to maintain their high school status while enrolling part-time or full-time at a participating college or 
university.  In addition to being able to take challenging college courses that are not offered at their home high 
school, students are given the opportunity to earn college credit that can be transferred to many post-secondary 
institutions.  The goals for the program are: 1) to offer a more flexible educational pathway to college life and 
college courses for academically advanced high school students; and, 2) to increase students’ interest, motivation 
and appreciation for advanced learning. 

Prerequisites:  Acceptance into the program is required and contingent on each program’s eligibility 
guidelines. Students must also not be behind in the credits they need for graduation.  

 
 

Discontinued CTE Courses 
The courses listed below have been discontinued as Chávez course offerings as of 2016-2017 or earlier.   
 
Foundations in Public Policy (0.5 to 1.0 Credit, depending on course length or schedule type9)  ∆ 
This course focuses largely on Empowerment & Citizenship.  The course serves to build important foundations for 
future policy activities by helping students understand political processes in the United States and by encouraging 
students’ sense of political efficacy and empowerment, as well as their commitment to positive social change in 
their community. Students examine federal and local government institutions and how laws are made, along with 
the relative influence of elected officials, government agencies, interest groups, and private citizens. 

Prerequisites:  Students do not need any prior knowledge in public policy. 
 
Computer Science (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
Computer Science involves the understanding of programming language concepts and how these are applied to 
problem solving. This is a course covering problem solving, computer architecture, and basic programming 
concepts. This knowledge helps students understand how software is written which increases the student's ability 
to learn application software through understanding of the basic concepts. Students learn about Computer Science 
to comprehend the social, economic and cultural environment of the information age. 

Prerequisites:  There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
 
 
HISCIP (High School/College Internship Program (1.0 Credit, plus college credit) ∆ 

                                                                 
9 At Parkside HS in 2008-2009, this course was a semester long but on a block schedule so students earned a full 
credit.  Otherwise, a semester course is worth .5 credit and a year course is worth 1 credit.  
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HISCIP allows academically advanced District of Columbia Public School (DCPS) students a pathway for taking 
college courses during their senior year in high school.  It allows students the opportunity to maintain their high 
school status while enrolling part-time or full-time at a participating college or university.  In addition to being able 
to take challenging college courses that are not offered at their home high school, DCPS students are given the 
opportunity to earn college credit that can be transferred to many post-secondary institutions.  The goals for the 
program are: 1) to offer a more flexible educational pathway to college life and college courses for academically 
advanced high school students; and, 2) to increase students’ interest, motivation and appreciation for advanced 
learning. 

Prerequisites:  Acceptance into the program requires, at minimum:  Residence in the District of Columbia; 
enrollment in a public high school in the District of Columbia; enrollment in their junior or senior year; on 
track to meet their academic course requirements through the eleventh grade; a PSAT, SAT or ACT score 
acceptable to the designated college or university; a minimum of 18 Carnegie Units (credits) 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 
Although the following courses may not be offered every academic year, any course listed in this section satisfies 
the Chávez elective requirements for graduation.  Additionally, any course in any content area section above can 
count toward elective credit if it is in excess of the requirements needed for that subject area. 

English Department Electives 
Language and Composition I (1.0 Credit)  
Students take this course in 9th Grade.  This course is a complimentary course to the English I course.  Students 
take this course to enhance their English Language Arts skills, primarily in reading and writing.  Throughout the 
course students apply the reading and writing skills they develop in English I to interact with informational text and 
complete writing assignments including research projects.  Unique to the Chávez curriculum, this course provides 
additional time for students to master the 9th Grade content standards to be well prepared for the 10th Grade. 

Prerequisites: Students are required to be co-enrolled in English I 
 
Language and Composition II (1 Credit) 
This course is a complimentary course to the English II course.  Students take this course to enhance their English 
Language Arts skills, primarily in reading and writing.  Students apply the reading skills they develop in English Ii to 
interact with informational texts that complement the themes and concepts of English II.  In addition, students 
have opportunities to hone their writing and research skills. Unique to the Chávez curriculum, this course provides 
additional time for students to master the 10th Grade content standards to be well prepared for the 11th Grade. 

Prerequisites: Students are required to be co-enrolled in English II.  
 
Creative Writing (0.5 to 1.0 Credit, depending on length enrolled in the course - .5 = semester, 1 = year) 
This course is designed to facilitate the student's creative faculties and abilities. The course will serve as an 
introduction to the writing of original poetry and short fiction and drama. Instruction in literary techniques will 
direct the student's writing. In addition to working within literary conventions to produce manuscripts, students 
will be exposed to exemplary texts by selected authors. Students will learn to critique their own work and the work 
of others by participating in writing workshops. Students will be introduced to markets for creative writing and will 
be encouraged to submit some work for publication. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Creative Writing I (0.5 Credit) 
This course is designed to facilitate the student's creative faculties and abilities. The course will serve as an 
introduction to the writing of original poetry and short fiction and drama. Instruction in literary techniques will 
direct the student's writing. In addition to working within literary conventions to produce manuscripts, students 
will be exposed to exemplary texts by selected authors. Students will learn to critique their own work and the work 
of others by participating in writing workshops. Students will be introduced to markets for creative writing and will 
be encouraged to submit some work for publication. 

Prerequisites:  None 
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Creative Writing II (0.5 Credit) 
This course is designed to facilitate the student's creative faculties and abilities. The course will serve as an 
introduction to the writing of original poetry and short fiction and drama. Instruction in literary techniques will 
direct the student's writing. In addition to working within literary conventions to produce manuscripts, students 
will be exposed to exemplary texts by selected authors. Students will learn to critique their own work and the work 
of others by participating in writing workshops. Students will be introduced to markets for creative writing and will 
be encouraged to submit some work for publication. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Dramatic Literature (1.0 Credit)  
This elective course is intended to build students’ analytical reading and writing skills surrounding a specific genre: 
dramatic literature. The course offers exposure to and practice with the language, structure, and elements of 
plays. Students begin the year by studying plays on paper, learning genre-specific reading strategies and making 
meaning of plays through analytical thinking and writing. Students then work together, to put on productions of 
their own. In the production process, students will look closely at all the interpretive options and make choices 
collaboratively. Finally, students will create short plays of their own that represent their own cumulative 
knowledge of the dramatic literary genre.  One of the “soft” goals of the course is to instill in students a love of the 
theater. Students in the class will collaborate with theater organizations and professionals in the metro-D.C. area 
in an effort to get “real world” experience in the theater industry.   

Prerequisites: None  
 

Reading Lab IA & IIA (0.5 to 1.0 Credit, depending on length enrolled in the course - .5 = semester, 1 = year)  
This course is designed to teach students in the first through 21st percentile via NWEA's MAP, foundation skills in 
decoding words. Students will use Scholastics System 44 Program, an accelerated word study curriculum. Students 
will engage in the study of sounds, syllables, Latin roots, and prefix/suffix patterns in the English Language. 
Students will also learn decoding, and speckling of phonetic and high frequency word patterns of English. 
Specifically, students will engage in the following types of word study: 
 

1. phonemic awareness 
2. syllable structure 
3. orthography and 
4. morphology 

Student will use reading intervention resources such as System 44 materials to assist with learning. Students will 
be assessed at the end of year unit by a paper-based assessment.   

Prerequisites:   None  
 
Reading Lab IB & IIB (0.5 to 1.0 Credit, depending on length enrolled in the course - .5 = semester, 1 = year)  
This course is designed to review and teach students foundational literacy related skills. Students will use 
Scholastic's Read 180 System to address literacy related deficiencies such as  
 

1. reading fluency 
2. poor comprehension due to inability for form mental models 
3. lack of vocabulary  
4. limited background knowledge 
5. inability to process and understand grade-level content area text with high concentration of academic 

language 
6. and low motivation and lack of connection to materials and school. 

 
Students will engage in an instructional model that includes: small group instruction, instructional computer-based 
software, and modeled/independent reading. Students are selected for this course based on their performance on 
NWEA's MAP test (21st to 40th percentile). Students are assessed using the Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI). The 
primary texts are scholastic's Books. 
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Prerequisites:   None  
 
Literacy Foundations IA & IIA (.5 – 1 credit) ∆ 
This course is designed to teach students in the first through 21st percentile via NWEA's MAP, foundation skills in 
decoding words. Students will use Wilson's Just Words Program, an accelerated word study curriculum based on 
the success of the Wilson Reading system. Student will engage in the study of sounds, syllables, Latin roots, and 
prefix/suffix patterns in the English Language. Students will also learn decoding, and speckling of phonetic and high 
frequency word patterns of English.  
 
Literacy Foundations IA is for students in English I and Literacy Foundations IIA is for students in English II.  
Students can earn either .5 or a full credit depending on how long they are enrolled in the course.  
 
Literacy Foundations IB & IIB (.5 – 1 credit) ∆ 
This course is designed to review and teach students foundational literacy related skills.  
Literacy Foundations IB is for students in English I and Literacy Foundations IIB is for students in English II.  
Students can earn either .5 or a full credit depending on how long they are enrolled in the course.  
 
Literary Analysis (1 credit) 
This class will work to develop students’ ability to analyze literature using poetry.  Poems offer the perfect forum 
to practice the literary skills of close reading and analysis, which students will do in their role as critics.  Having 
developed a solid foundation in various poetic devices and techniques, students will apply these as poets to create 
richer, more powerful poetic works.  Students will develop an understanding that art is not created in a vacuum; 
they will explore the cultural, historical, and political contexts that influence the works of poets and will examine 
what place their own biographies have within their poetry. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

REACT to FILM (.5 or 1 credit, depending on length enrolled in the course) 
The REACT to FILM high school course is an ELA elective curricula that leverages the best social-issue films to 
expose students to today’s critical issues, to engage them in classroom discussion with peers and teachers, and to 
inspire them to find their own voice on matters of universal civic importance.  The REACT to FILM course is 
carefully designed to be totally non-partisan, and to cover areas such as bias and media literacy. Each film/issue 
unit is full of content knowledge, but ends with an action campaign element, so students learn to be active 
citizens. The course includes multiple types of formative assessments, easy ways to differentiate instruction, and 
an emphasis on the Common Core speaking, listening, and writing standards.  

Prerequisites:  None 

Math Department Electives 
Algebra Concepts I (1.0 Credit)  
Algebra Concepts I is designed as a supporting class to improve students' mastery of Algebra I.  The course content 
is divided into two components: the first half of the course involves a review of the essential concepts and 
procedures of middle school math, while the second half provides extended time for the essential concepts and 
procedures of Algebra.  In this way, Algebra Concepts I helps students to fill in any gaps they may have in prior 
learning, while also supplementing and deepening their current Algebra understanding through targeted 
review.  The major topics of the course include number operations; simple algebraic expressions, equations, and 
inequalities; and modeling and graphing.  In addition, the course emphasizes mathematical reasoning, for example, 
making meaning of algebraic expressions, and modeling systems of linear equations to solve real-world 
problems.  Note:  This class counts as an elective credit, not a math credit. 

Prerequisites: No prerequisites are required, just concurrent enrollment in Algebra I 
 
Algebra Concepts IB (0.5 credit or 1.0 credit, depending on length enrolled in the course) Students who transition 
out of the course are placed in Algebra Concepts I) 
This support course is based on the National Training Network’s (NTN) Key Elements of Algebra Success (KEAS) 
curriculum.  KEAS is a comprehensive algebra intervention program that focuses on using hands-on, student-
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centered mathematics instruction. The course is designed to build students' conceptual understanding of algebra 
as well as procedural fluency with math skills and problem-solving capability. Students learn to use math 
manipulatives, foldables, visual representations, and problem-solving techniques to master the broad spectrum of 
algebra content and skills. Instruction varies among a variety of practices, including modeling, guided-practice, 
independent practice, and small group work.  

Prerequisites:   None  
 
Algebra Concepts II (1.0 Credit) 
Algebra Concepts II is a bridge between Algebra I and Algebra II, and therefore is composed of both Algebra I and 
Algebra II standards.  However, Algebra Concepts II is primarily a 10th Grade course taken concurrently with 
Geometry.  As a result, the goals of the course also include supporting algebraic concepts that are essential for 
Geometry, and helping students to retain algebraic understanding in preparation for Algebra II in 11th Grade.  The 
major course topics include: radical operations; solving equations; linear, quadratic, and exponential functions; and 
systems of equations.  Like Algebra Concepts I, this course has a strong focus on mathematical reasoning and 
application.  In many cases, the coursework involves applying mathematical concepts in real-world situations in 
order to deepen students thinking and understanding.  Note:  This class counts as an elective credit, not a math 
credit. 

Prerequisites:   None  
 
Mathematics Lab IA & IIA (1.0 credit)  
This course is designed to teach students in the 1st through 21st percentile via NWEA's MAP, foundation skills in 
Mathematics. Students will use the iReady online curriculum, a system that is customized to the address the 
unique learning needs of each student. Among the topics covered include foundational skill building around 
decimals, fractions, algebra, integer and percent operations. 

Prerequisites:   None  
 
Mathematics Lab IB & IIB (1.0 credit)  
This course is designed to teach students in the 21st through 40th percentile via NWEA's MAP, foundational skills 
in Mathematics. Students will use the iReady, School Yourself and supplemental, individualized math online 
curricular materials to address their unique learning needs. Students will be assessed at the end of the year by a 
paper-based assessment.   
 
Math Lab IB is for students in Algebra and Math Lab IIB is for students in grade 10 or geometry.  Students can earn 
either .5 or a full credit depending on how long they are enrolled in the course.  
 
 

Social studies & History Department Electives 
African American History to Reconstruction (0.5 Credit) 
The history of African Americans has been a paradox of incredible triumph in the face of tremendous human 
tragedy. This course will present a detailed examination of the black experience up to Reconstruction to provide an 
understanding of the role African Americans have played in the history of the American nation and an assessment 
of why they were, until the recent past, excluded from the promise of American democracy. We will analyze 
various political, economic, social, and cultural methods African Americans have employed to survive in an 
overwhelmingly hostile environment and assess their prospects as they make the final frontal assault on the 
structure of racially discriminatory institutions. Is the battle against racism and discrimination over?  Using a 
variety of historians and history sources, we shall try to answer that question during this course.  

Prerequisites: None 
 
Immigrant Experience in America (0.5 Credit) 
The debate about immigration – and the desire to limit immigration by people who are “not like us” – is a focus of 
today’s America politics, but it goes back to well before we were even a country.  Every era of American history has 
had its own wave of immigration (which conceptually includes the Great Migration of American black from the 
rural South to the urban North), and virtually every wave of immigrants has been stereotyped, disliked, and often 
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discriminated against by those who immigrated before them.  This discussion-based class will explore the 
experiences of immigrants in the past and up to the present day, comparing and contrasting what they (we) went 
through and, ultimately, what it means to be an “American.”   

Prerequisites: Must have earned U.S. History credit or be concurrently enrolled in US History course. 
 

FINE ARTS ELECTIVES 
Visual Art II or Art II (0.5 credit)10 
The goals of the course are to use art and critical thinking as tools to interpret public policy issues to create art 
projects expressing social justice. You will be encouraged to examine real world events finding a creative way to 
articulate your understanding of these events. We will combine the elements of art and principles of design to 
create an artist composition using established artists’ techniques and skills as guides for inspiration.   Through 
discussions, students will explore the meaning of social justice and create and implement community service art 
projects in and outside of school. This course will combine your understanding of public policy topics and 
community issues to construct a creative outcome.  The goal is to make visual art that explores, speaks to, reflects, 
and manifests social justice and public policy concepts. Students will combine this with a medium of choice (i.e. 
sculpture, printmaking, collage). 

Prerequisites:  Students must have earned a passing grade in Art I. 
 

Visual Art IIB (0.5 credit)11 
The goals of the course are to use art and critical thinking as tools to interpret public policy issues to create art 
projects expressing social justice. You will be encouraged to examine real world events finding a creative way to 
articulate your understanding of these events. We will combine the elements of art and principles of design to 
create an artist composition using established artists’ techniques and skills as guides for inspiration.   Through 
discussions, students will explore the meaning of social justice and create and implement community service art 
projects in and outside of school. This course will combine your understanding of public policy topics and 
community issues to construct a creative outcome.  The goal is to make visual art that explores, speaks to, reflects, 
and manifests social justice and public policy concepts. Students will combine this with a medium of choice (i.e. 
sculpture, printmaking, collage). 

Prerequisites:  Students must have earned a passing grade in Art I. 
 
Beginning Percussion I & II (0.5 Credit each) 
This course is designed to cover the fundamentals of playing percussion instruments and the application of 
musicianship skills to the genre. It is designed to improve the playing skills and knowledge in the areas of mallets, 
drum set, intermediate rhythmic reading, percussion ensemble, sight-reading, and steel drumming. The students 
will gain an appreciation for complexity involved in performing music at a high level. To be an effective member of 
this organization, students must exhibit a strong work ethic and high level of discipline. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Ceramics (0.5 credit or 1.0 credit, depending on length enrolled in the course) 
This course develops creativity through the medium of clay. Students learn terminology and techniques for hand 
building, the potter’s wheel, and glazing. First semester students will learn the basics of pinch, coil, slab, casting 
and wheel throw construction. Second semester students will further develop all these techniques with an 
emphasis on form and sculpture. Each semester will investigate ceramic’s relevance through history, science, 
culture, and contemporary applications. 

Prerequisite: None 
 
Choir and Choir II (0.5 credit each) 

                                                                 
10 Beginning in SY14-15, this course was renamed Youth Community Organizing and designated as a CTE credit 
which became CLCP credits in 2017-2018.  
11 Beginning in SY14-15, this course was renamed Youth Community Organizing and designated as a CTE credit 
which became CLCP credits in 2017-2018.  
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This course that explores choral music from a wide variety of cultures and time periods through study and 
performance.  The core curriculum emphasizes the basics of vocal technique, sight-reading, music theory and 
music history.  Choir can be taken for Music or Elective credit.  

Prerequisites: None  
 
Band or Band II (0.5 credit each)  
The Band course focuses on instrumental techniques, ear training, and performance. This course will introduce 
scholars to structure, formation, performance, drum rudiments, embouchure, posture, decorum, and dance 
routines. The course will challenge scholars to perform professionally before live audiences, build self-confidence 
skills, and develop self-discipline skills. Band will require students to pre-condition to build stamina for carrying 
instruments. Students will participate in drumline and learn how to play brass and woodwind instruments (as 
available).  

Prerequisites:  None 

General Elective Offerings 
 
Freshman Seminar I (0.5 credit) (Alternate name:  High School Success Seminar) 
Freshman Seminar is a course designed to promote a successful transition between middle school and high school. 
Scholars will learn the skills necessary to become responsible students and will be introduced to the tools needed 
to meet their full potential.  Students will explore college and career pathways as well as practice fundamental 
study skills.  These skills include following oral and written directions, managing time, developing organizational 
skills, reading for meaning and understanding, honing inquiry skills, making logical deductions, analyzing 
information to improve comprehension, understanding study and test taking strategies, and utilizing writing and 
research skills.   Additionally, this course has a strong technology component in which students learn to use 
computers as both a productivity and communication tool to ensure that they can compete in today’s technology 
driven world.   

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Freshman Seminar II (0.5 credit) (Alternate name:  High School Success Seminar) 
Freshman Seminar is a course designed to promote a successful transition between middle school and high school. 
Scholars will learn the skills necessary to become responsible students and will be introduced to the tools needed 
to meet their full potential.  Students will explore college and career pathways as well as practice fundamental 
study skills.  These skills include following oral and written directions, managing time, developing organizational 
skills, reading for meaning and understanding, honing inquiry skills, making logical deductions, analyzing 
information to improve comprehension, understanding study and test taking strategies, and utilizing writing and 
research skills.   Additionally, this course has a strong technology component in which students learn to use 
computers as both a productivity and communication tool to ensure that they can compete in today’s technology 
driven world.   

Prerequisites: None 
 
 
High School Success Seminar (0.5 credit)  
Given that the Freshman & Sophomore Seminar curriculum was the same in SY14-15, the Capitol Hill campus 
combined students across both grade levels into a course by a singular name – High School Success Seminar for 
greater flexibility in the master schedule.  The curriculum was the same as is listed under Freshman Seminar.   

Prerequisites:  None 
 
College & Career Workshop (0.5 credit)  
College & Career Workshop is a course offered to Chavez juniors to prepare them for success in life after high 
school.  The course has three major components:  1.) SAT preparation; 2.) postsecondary preparation; and 3.) 
career readiness (through the Chavez Public Policy Fellowship program).  In this year-long course, students will 
learn how to align their interests and academic profile to specific colleges to create their own college lists and 
postsecondary plans.  They will also identify what actions they need to take over the course of their junior and 
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senior year to earn admission to college, including completing intensive preparation for college admission tests 
using the Kaplan K12 SAT prep curriculum.  Rather than focusing only on test taking strategies and “tricks,” the 
course assesses the students‟ ability in skill sets tested on the SAT, and addresses any gaps in student learning. 
This strategy allows us to build a solid foundation of skills and knowledge, in addition to practicing more advanced 
test-taking strategies.  Finally, students will prepare for their end-of-year fellowships by completing resumes, 
learning interviewing skills, understanding organizational structures and culture, among other career readiness 
topics, all taught through the lens of working in the public policy arena.     

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Senior Seminar I (0.5 credit)  
Senior Seminar is a course offered to Chavez seniors to support them in solidifying their postsecondary choices so 
that they can make the best match.  The teacher will guide students through the college application process in a 
highly individualized and hands-on process.  Students will also learn, in detail, about the financial aid system and 
will prepare for the transition to college, exploring topics about accessing campus resources, scheduling classes, 
alumni services offered by Chavez, etc.    

Prerequisites:  Student must have senior status 
 
Senior Seminar II (0.5 credit)  
Senior Seminar is a course offered to Chavez seniors to support them in solidifying their postsecondary choices so 
that they can make the best match.  The teacher will guide students through the college application process in a 
highly individualized and hands-on process.  Students will also learn, in detail, about the financial aid system and 
will prepare for the transition to college, exploring topics about accessing campus resources, scheduling classes, 
alumni services offered by Chavez, etc.    

Prerequisites:  Student must have senior status 
 
Senior Seminar (1.0 credit)  
Senior Seminar is a course offered to Chavez seniors to support them in solidifying their postsecondary choices so 
that they can make the best match.  The teacher will guide students through the college application process in a 
highly individualized and hands-on process.  Students will also learn, in detail, about the financial aid system and 
will prepare for the transition to college, exploring topics about accessing campus resources, scheduling classes, 
alumni services offered by Chavez, etc.    

Prerequisites:  Student must have senior status 
 
Collegiate Prep Advisory (CPA) (0.5 credit)  
CPA positions students to both understand and fulfill the Chávez Schools mission of ensuring that our graduates 
are successful in college.  The course is designed to motivate and assist students as they develop post-secondary 
higher education plans.  The course provides a structured curriculum at each grade level that emphasizes seven 
essential concepts across all grade levels:  College Knowledge, Career Readiness, Goal Setting & Monitoring, 
Resourcefulness, Self-Awareness, Study Skills, and Time Management.   

Prerequisite: None 
 
Life and Consumer Science (0.5 credit)  
This is a comprehensive course that provides students the opportunity to learn skills in all areas of Family and 
Consumer Sciences Education. Students will receive instruction in areas critical to the success of balancing work 
and family responsibilities. The course will include instruction in the areas of Family Life, Nutrition and Food, 
Textiles and Clothing, Housing and Interiors, Child Development, Early Childhood Education, and Consumer 
Education. Student leadership may be an integral part of this course.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Political Communications (0.5 creditor 1.0 credit, depending on length enrolled in the course)  
In Political Communications, students will learn about all the people who make democracy work, not just elected 
officials.  Students will learn about what gets leaders elected, and what gets leaders rejected.  As a part of this 
course, students will run a mock campaign using the same strategies the professionals use.  Students will engage in 
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activities such as “running for office”, covering an election campaign as a journalist, experiencing what it’s like to 
be a campaign manager, etc.  Political Communications is especially geared towards future lawyers, journalists, 
politicians, historians, writers, activists, business leaders, or anyone who likes to debate and discuss. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
SAT Prep (0.5 credit)  
Chavez students are offered SAT Prep to help improve their test readiness and competitiveness for college 
admissions.  The class uses fully turnkey approaches to help all students prepare for college entrance exams using 
materials, online assets, new digital flashcards, tests, reports and instruction.   Students will receive a pass/fail 
grade based on attendance and assignment completion. 

Prerequisites:  None  
 

Academic Enrichment (0.5 - 1 Credit, depending on length of time student enrolled in course) 
Academic Enrichment is a time to focus on goals that are not part of the traditional courses offered by Chavez 
Schools.  Students in Academic Enrichment focus on study habits, pre-requisite skills for grade-level content, or 
specialized instruction for accelerating student learning.  It is a period during which students learn the 
independent skills necessary for their own academic advancement. 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
WILL - Wilderness & Leadership Learning Program (1.0 Credit) 
This course was developed by WILL, an external organization that partnered with the Chávez schools, to offer our 
students a Saturday course, in which students learn about leadership and the wilderness.  Topics covered each 
Saturday, for the entire year, were: Goal Setting, Decision Making, Teamwork, Problem Solving, Respect for Others, 
Conflict Resolution, Listening to Others, Taking Responsibility for Yourself & Your Actions, Respect for the 
Environment, Trusting Others, Accepting Challenges, Keeping Your Commitments & Your Word, Accepting 
Differences in Others, Self-respect, How You Manage Time, Willingness to work with others (Team Player), 
Honesty, Communication Skills, Willingness to Accept New Challenges & Experiences, Accepting of Others, 
Following Directions and Guidelines.  In addition, students have to write a public policy themed paper 
incorporating skills gained through WILL.  

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Discontinued Electives (All Subjects) 
Academic Support HS (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued prior to the 2010-2011 school year.   
Chávez designed the academic support HS course with the idea of providing additional time for students who need 
it, particularly students with special needs.  In this course, students are provided extensive academic support to 
address their specific needs, be it in English, math, science, social studies, by professionals who are trained to work 
with students with the greatest academic needs.  In addition to their academic needs being met, this course allows 
for students to receive emotional support by professionals trained in the area of mental health.  

Prerequisites:  There are no pre-requisites for this course. 
Textbooks: Students are required to use textbooks from any of the courses in which they need additional 
help 

 
Foundations of Literacy (1.0) ∆ 
This course was discontinued prior to the 2010-2011 school year.   
This course is designed to support the literacy skills of scholars who are reading between a kindergarten and fourth 
grade level.  The course will develop scholars’ reading and writing skills as well as introduce and reinforce Public 
Policy themes.  Foundations of literacy will use grade-level texts as well as computer software such as My Reading 
Coach in order to build scholars’ skills in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  
The goal of the course is to increase reading levels by at least 2 grade levels.   

Prerequisites: No prerequisites are required for this course 
Textbook/Book: Grade Level Texts and My Reading Coach 
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Geometry Concepts (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued prior to the 2011-2012 school year.   
Geometry Concepts takes the traditional Geometry curriculum and supplements it with an algebraic approach to 
solving a wide variety of geometry problems.  The class' main focus is to provide students with space to explore 
the intimate connection between Algebra and Geometry, providing a bridge to their later courses in Algebra II and 
Pre-Calculus.  The major topics include: using linear and quadratic functions to solve area and perimeter problems, 
mapping problems into the Cartesian coordinate plane, analyzing the characteristics of parallel and perpendicular 
lines, and modeling geometric problems with algebraic expressions and equations. 

Prerequisites: No prerequisites are required 
Textbook/Materials: Materials are developed by math department and the Geometry book (McDougal-
Littell) is used for reference 

 
Independent Reading (0.25 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued prior to the 2011-2012 school year.   
Reading development is an essential part of every student’s life.  This independent reading course required silent 
sustained reading for 30 minutes a day, for 4 days each week, for two semesters.  Students were required to read a 
minimum of eight novels of their preferred genre and to keep reading logs.  Students were required to confer with 
their teacher to engage in an on-going conversation about the book, throughout each semester. Students also 
wrote a book reports as part of their literacy development. 

Prerequisites:  None  
Textbooks: Multiple genres of student choice, with teacher approval 

 
Independent Research (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued prior to the 2011-2012 school year.   
This course is an extension to research methods for students in the humanities.  Thesis writers and students 
interested in independent research projects or graduate school will benefit from the exercises and lessons covered 
in this course.  Students will choose their own questions or problems and apply them to the objectives and 
exercises outlined here.  The course will require meticulous and time-consuming attention to detail.  A good 
portion to the course will be dedicated to learning how to take advantage of electronic and traditional resources.   
Prerequisites:  There are no prior pre-requisites for this course, but principal and CAO permission is required for SY 
2010-2011 and thereafter. 
Textbooks: Students will be provided with online materials; no text is required 
 
Physical Science (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course is no longer offered at Chávez, but students who took it at Chávez prior to 2006-2007 can use the credit 
to count as an elective towards graduation. 
Physical Science is a laboratory science course that explores the relationship between matter and energy. Students 
investigate physical science concepts through an inquiry-based approach. Embedded standards for Inquiry, 
Technology & Engineering, and Mathematics are taught in the context of the content standards for Energy, Matter, 
Motion, and Forces. 

Prerequisites:  There are no pre-requisites for this course. 
Textbook/Books: Introductory Physical (Science Curriculum, Inc., 2005) 

 
 
Reader Writer Workshop (1.0 Credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2008-2009 to be replaced by Language and Composition I. 
Reader Writer Workshop/Literacy Workshop HS is a "foundations in literacy" class where scholars gain core 
reading skills, writing skills, and habits of mind that will serve them across content areas and throughout their four 
years at Chávez .  Scholars will be introduced to a limited number of strategies for reading, writing, and self-
monitoring, and will practice those strategies until they can use them flexibly and independently. 
Scholars will emerge from RWW as more confident, enthusiastic, and fluent readers and writers. They will be able 
to use a core set of strategies to approach a range of reading and writing tasks, and they will able to articulate the 
processes and values involved in making meaning of texts.    
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Prerequisites: None,  although it’s recommended for incoming 9th Grade students. 
Textbooks/Books: Romeo and Juliet, Night, and Maus I and II 

 
Global Media (1 credit) ∆ 
This course was discontinued in 2011-2012 to be replaced by Media & Mass Communication. 
How do you get past, “Hello, how are you?” to have a real conversation with someone from another culture?  How 
do you finally say “Good-bye”, and feel like the other students understand you and your life?  One way is to create 
video stories that illustrate you and your community, exchange videos with teenagers from other countries and 
talk about your lives, face-to-face in video conferences.  Students in the Global Media course will learn to shoot 
photos, create illustrations, write and record a story, create musical soundtracks, and compile the parts into a 
video.  Students will have at least one video conference with students from another country.   

Prerequisites:  None 
Textbook:  Materials provided through iLearn 
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SUMMER SUPPORT COURSE OFFERINGS 
Summer School Policy 
Chavez offers summer school course recovery.  We believe learning continues to happen during the summer and 
we are committed to providing a rigorous program for all scholars.   Students who fail one or more core classes 
(defined as English, Math, Science, and History) may have an opportunity to recover credit via summer school. 
 
 Chávez offers classes in English, Math, Science, and History, and other courses based on demand.  If the scholar 
passes the course over the summer, a new grade will be awarded, and a note on the transcript will be made that 
the course was recovered in summer school.  Regardless of the passing grade that the scholars obtain in summer 
school, which must be a 70% or higher to be considered passing, a maximum letter grade of “C” will be awarded 
for that credit.12  These courses are aligned directly to the course descriptions elsewhere in this document. 
 
In some cases, Chávez offers classes for original credit based on demand, and scholars are required to complete 60 
hours for .5 credit classes and 120 hours for 1 credit courses.  In these courses students earn the credit value and 
the grade awarded by the summer teacher.   
 

Summer Support Courses 
 
PSAT Foundations (.5 credit) 
Offered in partnership with a test prep educational service, this course builds foundational reading, writing and 
math skills with a lens toward preparation for the PSAT test.  Students review basic concepts and learn test-taking 
skills.   
 

Prerequisites:  None 
 
Reading Enrichment/READ 180 (.5 credit) 
Reading Enrichment/READ 180 is a comprehensive program designed to meet the needs of students who 
experience the deficiencies in reading fluency and comprehension of grade-level content area texts.  This 
scientifically based program provides intense reading, writing and vocabulary instruction to ensure that struggling 
readers have an explicit and accelerated path to college and career readiness.  This program utilizes software that 
allows each student to learn at his/her level and provides the teacher with specific data to drive instruction.  READ 
180 provides numerous and specific ongoing assessments in each component of the program allowing the teacher 
to provide immediate differentiated instruction in order to meet each student’s needs.  

Prerequisites:  None 
Discontinued Summer Support Classes. 
Literacy Enrichment (0.25 Credit) ∆ 
Literacy Workshop HS Summer School (0.25 Credit or .5 credit) ∆ 
Reading (.25 credit) ∆ 
Reading Enrichment (0.25 Credit) ∆ 
ESL II: Enrichment (.25 Credit)  ∆ 
ESL III: Enrichment (.25 Credit) ∆  
English I Support ∆  
English II Support ∆  
English III Support ∆  
 
Enrichment Math (0.5 Credit) ∆ 
Enrichment Math and Reading/Enrichment Reading & Math (0.25 Credit) ∆ 
Algebra I Support ∆ 

                                                                 
12 Prior to the adoption of a new grade scale in SY13-14, students earned a C- for successful completion of summer 
credit recovery.  This includes students who attended summer school in July-August 2013. 



 

 
49 

 

Geometry Support ∆ 
Algebra II Support ∆  
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ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT & EXTENDED LEARNING  
 
CTYOnline Courses 
CTYONLINE distance courses offer eligible students opportunities to accelerate and enrich their learning at home 
or at school.  CTYONLINE offers gifted students in grades pre-K 12 challenging academic course work throughout 
the year. The program brings together the best resources for each course, which may include multimedia 
resources, interactive virtual classrooms, texts, student guides, and CD-ROMs. Each student works with a qualified 
CTY faculty member who provides guidance, feedback, encouragement, and evaluation. CTYONLINE courses are 
available year-round.  Each CTYOnline course must be approved by the College Counselor and the Director of 
College Success.  Together they will decide the appropriate credit value and designation of the course in terms of 
graduation requirements.   More information about CTYOnline can be found at: 
http://cty.jhu.edu/ctyonline/about/index.html.  
 
OSSE Scholars 
OSSE Scholars provides high-achieving, academically motivated, students who exhibit financial need with the 
opportunity to attend selective summer college programs. As an OSSE Scholar, students attend top-tier universities 
across the country for rigorous summer courses. The program offers early exposure to college-level academics, 
navigating a college environment, and, at certain universities, earning college credit.   To qualify, students must 
have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and must demonstrate leadership skills inside and outside of the classroom.  More 
information about the OSSE Scholars program can be found at:  http://osse.dc.gov/service/osse-scholars-summer-
enrichment-program. Students who earn college credits in the program may be able to apply those credits to 
Chavez Graduation requirements so long as the credits earned are for a three-credit bearing course with a final 
grade of 70% (C-) or higher. Courses will be evaluated on a case by case basis for Chavez equivalents.  
 
Transfer Credits 
A Transfer Credit Worksheet should be completed during the summer prior to enrolling at Cesar Chavez PCS.  The 
Transfer Credit Worksheet will include all courses included on the official transcript from the student’s receiving 
worksheet and denote if the course credit earned will transfer in to Cesar Chavez.  These courses are used to fulfill 
graduation requirements provided they were earned in verified accredited institution which awards secondary 
degrees.  Chavez will accept and award high school credits earned by a student at another institution so long as the 
student met that institution’s criteria for earning the credit. Students must present transcripts demonstrating 
credit attainment from any outside institution to have the credits be reviewed and accepted. Additionally, courses 
taken while at Chavez but are provided by an accredited third-party institution, will be accepted as credit-bearing 
courses which can be applied to graduation requirements. 
 
College Credit Dual-Enrollment Program  
 
Objectives and Purpose 
Cesar Chavez aims to provide educational services to its students by utilizing diverse resources, internally and 
externally, to the best of its abilities. The school recognizes that student learning and demonstration of content 
mastery can be demonstrated in diverse manners. Therefore, Cesar Chavez offers a College Credit Dual-Enrollment 
(CCDE) program for students who wish to gain educational experiences outside of the traditional high school 
setting. This policy serves as Cesar Chavez’s College Credit Dual-Enrollment plan.  
 
Criteria for Enrollment 
 

Students who wish to earn dual-enrollment college-credits while enrolled at Chavez Schools must:  
1. Be in good academic and behavioral standing per Cesar Chavez’s Student Handbook.  
2. Have written approval from the administration of Cesar Chavez.  
3. The course(s) in which the student enrolls must be pre-approved by the administration of Chavez 
Schools.  

http://cty.jhu.edu/ctyonline/about/index.html
http://osse.dc.gov/service/osse-scholars-summer-enrichment-program
http://osse.dc.gov/service/osse-scholars-summer-enrichment-program
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4. Meet the eligibility criteria for enrollment in a college credit-bearing course for the institution of higher 
education the student wishes to enroll in.  
5. Enroll in a credit-bearing course at an institution of higher education that is accredited and awards at a 
minimum an associate degree.  

 
Limitations of Program 
With all programs, there may be limitations that are outside of Chavez School’s domain of control. For example, 
situations may require academic prerequisites needed to enroll in a post-secondary course. For such circumstance, 
the student and their family will default to the guidelines set forth at the post-secondary institution. Each program 
has established its own set of criteria for enrollment and promotion. Students may not earn any Portfolio credits 
through the dual-enrollment program. Students wishing to enroll in dual-enrollment courses do so at their own 
choosing. For dual enrollment programs outside of OSSE’s DC Dual Enrollment Consortium and UDC Cares, 
students (and/or their parent/guardian) may be responsible for the cost of those external dual enrollment courses 
and related fees, costs, and materials. 
 
Earning of Dual Enrollment Credits 
Chavez Schools will determine the course equivalent for each course a student enrolls in at the post-secondary 
institution. To earn credit in the dual-enrollment course a student must:  
 

¶ Complete the course at the institution of higher education;  

¶ Earn a passing grade in the course, as defined by credit awarded by institution.  
 
Students may enroll in elective or core courses. College courses that are less than 3 semester hours or are on a 
pass/fail basis will be calculated on the standard GPA scale. Courses that are at a minimum 3 credits will be 
evaluated for GPA scale translation. A student’s grade point average at Chavez Schools may reflect the earning of 
the college grade, had the post-secondary course been taken at the high school level.  
 
To obtain weighting on the Advanced Placement GPA scale a course must count towards a core course necessary 
for graduation from Chavez Schools in English, Math, Science, Social Studies, or Foreign Language and be at least 
3.0 college credits. All other courses will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Students may earn up to 13 Carnegie Units through dual-enrollment courses. For every three (3) semester hours 
earned in a given course, Chavez Schools will convert that to one (1) Carnegie Unit of high school credit. Ex: one 
post-secondary English course is worth 3 semester hours; when the student successfully passes the course; those 
hours will be converted to one high school credit in English. 
 

Semester Hours Carnegie Units 

1-2 .5 

3-4 1 

5-6 2 

 
Student Responsibilities at Post-Secondary Institution 
 
The student enrolled in the dual-enrollment course is responsible for:  
 

1. Providing proof of the grade earned in the college course to Chavez Schools within 10 calendar days of 
the last day of the semester. Only official school records (e.g. transcripts, report cards) will be accepted 
as proof.  
2. Adhering to all policies and protocols of the institution of higher-education.  
3. Attending classes and supplying all necessary course materials for the dual enrollment course. Chavez 
Schools may not be financially responsible for students enrolled in dual-enrollment. Chavez Schools may 
not pay for books, transportation, registration fees, etc.  
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4. Keeping the Chavez Schools dual-enrollment coordinator abreast of any challenges (e.g. absence, 
rigor, etc.) with the dual-enrollment course. Please note, it will be the student’s responsibility to 
advocate on behalf of him/herself with the institution of higher education. 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY OPTIONS & OFFERINGS 
 

Credit Recovery Policy 
Chávez believes in the importance for scholars’ on-time graduation and recognize that at times scholars may be 
off-track in required credits in high school, which causes them to delay meeting the graduation requirements.  To 
this end, Chávez has created a Course Credit Recovery system to allow qualifying scholars to earn credits, so they 
can graduate. These courses can be recovered via summer school, via night school, via an online credit provider 
that is accredited, via after-school courses, or via blended learning.  
 
The following criteria MUST be met in order for a scholar to be granted permission to make-up a course, with the 
sole purpose of meeting graduation requirements from either Chavez or a third-party. 

 
1. A scholar must be enrolled in Chávez Schools, 
2. The scholar must have approval from his or her principal and/or Director of College and Alumni Success 

prior to enrolling in the course, 
3. The course provider must approved by Chávez,  
4. The scholar must receive a grade of 70% or higher in the course in order to receive Chávez credit 
5. A final report card must be submitted to the Principal stating approval status, prior to Chávez granting the 

credit, and 
6. If the scholar fails the course he or she is attempting to recover, either during the summer before senior 

year or during senior year, he/she must commit to taking the course, completing the course, and passing 
the course, no later than one week prior to the next senior transcript audit in order to receive a Chávez 
Diploma. 

7. If the scholar is recovering credits via a third-party provider, the scholar will be dual-enrolled in the 
courses at Chavez and the provider. Attendance will be recorded daily for these scholars. 

Credit Recovery Options 
 

Online Courses 
Online courses may be used for students recovering credit for a class that in which (s)he was previously enrolled 
and did not pass.  Each online credit recovery service provider offers different courses, all of which can be 
acceptable to meet Chávez graduation requirements and align to DC standards.   Special permission by both the 
Principal and/or Director of College and Alumni Success and the College Counselor must be granted to those 
students who wish to take online courses with the purpose of meeting Chávez graduation requirements.   
 
 

Night/EVENING Courses  
Students can take night/evening school courses with the purpose of meeting Chávez graduation requirements, 
through DCPS’ Opportunity Academies (S.T.A.Y. program), DCPS’ High School Credit Recovery Programing (to 
include the Twilight Programming). Special permission by the Principal and/or Director of College and Alumni 
Success must be granted to those students who wish to take night/evening school courses with the purpose of 
meeting Chávez graduation requirements. 
 
Night/evening School Courses offered through DCPS’ High School Credit Recovery Programming varies and are 
offered based on the availability of the program. The courses offered may include: 
 

English I Algebra I Earth Science World History I Spanish I Health 
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English II 
English III 
English IV 
 

Geometry  
Algebra II 
Pre-Calculus 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
 

World History II 
US History 
US Government 
DC History 
 

Spanish II 
 

PE 
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Couse Offerings at a Glance  

 

Course List Course 

English English I (1.0) 
English II (1.0) 
English III (1.0) 
English I Honors (1.0) 
English II Honors (1.0) 
AP English Literature (1.0) 
AP English Language and Composition (1.0) 

Math Algebra I (1.0) 
Geometry (1.0) 
Algebra II (1.0) 
Pre-Calculus (1.0) 
Algebra Honors (1.0) 
Geometry Honors (1.0) 
Algebra II Honors (1.0) 
Calculus (1.0) 
AP Calculus (1.0) 
Statistics (or Probability and Statistics) (1.0) 
AP Statistics (1.0) 

Science Earth Science (1.0) 
Biology (1.0) 
Chemistry (1.0) 
Physics (1.0) 
Anatomy (1.0) 
Biology Honors (1.0) 
Chemistry Honors (1.0) 
AP Environmental Science (1.0) 
AP Biology (1.0) 
Chemistry II: Advanced Placement (1.0) 
AP Physics B (1.0) 

Social Studies  World History II (1.0) 
World History II (1.0) 
U.S. History (1.0) 
U.S. Government (.5) 
District of Columbia History and Government (.5) 
Honors World History II (1.0) 
AP U.S. History (1.0) 
AP U.S. Government and Politics (1.0) 
AP World History (1.0) 

World Languages  Spanish I (1.0) 
Spanish II (1.0) 
Spanish III (1.0) 
Advanced Spanish Culture and Language (1.0) 
Advanced Spanish Literature I (1.0) 
Advanced Spanish Literature II (1.0) 
AP Spanish Language (1.0) 
AP Spanish Literature (1.0) 

Art Art (.5) 
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Art Concepts (.5) 

Music Music (.5) 
Musical Concepts (.5) 

Health and Physical 
Education 

Health I (.5) 
Health II (.5) 
Physical Education I (.5) 
Physical Education II (.5) 

Aerobics I (.5) 
Aerobics II (.5) 
Strength Training (.5) 
Team Sports (.5) 

Electives  
(all courses meet 
CLCP) 

Advanced Placement Art Studio (1.0) 
Advanced Placement Human 
Geography (1.0) 
Advanced Science Research (1.0) 
Computer Applications (.5) 
Constitutional Law (.5) 
Dual Enrollment (1.0) 
Entrepreneurship I (.5) 
Entrepreneurship II (.5) 
Entrepreneurship (1.0) 
Environmental Policy I (.5) 
Environmental Policy II (.5) 
Environmental Policy (1.0) 
Environmental Science (1.0) 
Filmmaking (.5) 
Journalism (.5) 
Leadership and Community 
Development (1.0) 
Media and Mass Communication (1.0) 
Peers Making Peace I (.5) 
Peers Making Peace II (.5) 
Peers Making Peace (1.0) 
Public Policy and Careers (.25) 
Reading Lab (.5) 
Robotics (.5) 
Street Law (.5) 
Principles of Leadership (.5) 
Psychology (.5) 
Psychology Concepts (.5) 
Video Journalism (.5) 
Yearbook I (.5) 
Yearbook II (.5) 
Youth Justice (.5) 
Youth Community Organizing I (.5) 
Youth Community Organizing II (.5) 
Youth Teach to Lead I (.5) 
Youth Teach to Lead II (.5) 
Youth Teach to Lead (1.0) 
HISCIP (1.0) 

Language and Composition (1.0) 
Language and Composition II (1.0) 
Creative Writing (.5-1.0) 
Dramatic Literature (1.0) 
Reading Lab IA and IIA (.5-1.0) 
Reading Lab IB and IIB (.5-1.0) 
Literary Analysis (1.0) 
REACT to FILM (.5) 
Algebra I Concepts (1.0) 
Algebra Concepts IB (1.0) 
Algebra II Concepts (1.0) 
Mathematics Lab IA and IB (.5-1.0) 
Mathematics Lab IIA and IIB (.5-1.0) 
African American History (.5) 
Immigrant Experience in America (.5) 
Visual Art II (.5) 
Visual Art IIB (.5) 
Beginning Percussion I and II (.5) 
Ceramics (.5) 
Choir (.5) 
Choir II (.5) 
Band (.5) 
Band II (.5) 
Freshman Seminar I (.5) 
Freshman Seminar II (.5) 
Sophomore Seminar (.5) 
High School Success Seminar (.5) 
College and Career Workshop (.5) 
Senior Seminar I (.5) 
Senior Seminar II (.5) 
Senior Seminar (1.0) 
College Prep Advisory (.5) 
Life and Consumer Science (.5) 
Political Communications (.5-1) 
SAT Prep (.5-1) 
Academic Enrichment (.5-1) 
WILL (1.0) 
 

Public Policy Courses: 
Community Action Project (.25) 
Fellowship (.5) 
Fellowship Concepts (.5) 

Junior Thesis I (.5) 
Junior Thesis II (.5) 
Writing for Public Policy I (.5) 
Writing for Public Policy II (.5 
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Introduction to Public Policy (.5) 
Thesis (1.0) 
Honors Thesis (1.0) 
Capstone (.25) 
Junior Thesis I (.5) 
Junior Thesis II (.5) 
Debate I (.5) 

Writing for Public Policy (1.0) 
Public Speaking I (.5) 
Public Speaking II (.5) 
Public Speaking (.5) 
Debate II (.5) 
Debate (.5) 

 


